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MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


examine any of these new money 
days at my risk If (for any reason 


LOWERING KITS sate ene ouftaxe Bee no gutitos ante SCAVENGER PIPES 
FOR FRONT OR REAR Here is a customizing idea that makes sense! 


NEW UNIVERSAL TYPE \ LATEST CALIFORNIA CRAZE 


Quickly lower front or rear of , FOR STREET OR DRAG STRIP 
any car with coil springs. No need fa 

to remove springs. Easy do-it- f S A) FLARED “‘venturi-type”’ — ends 
yourself full instructions with SCAVENGE exhaust quickly. (B) In 


each kit. USE ON ALL COIL CHROME “5 LIFE” MUFFLERS! . stalled straight back (below axle), 


SPRINGS. Heavy Duty solid, Brand new chrome plated inside and out! Last you eliminate usual bends .. . less 
substantial . . . fully adjustable. five (5) times longer. Heavy double plated outside oO a, Se eee 
complete set, front or rear 36.95 (and inside) for unbelievable corrosion resistance . * fhe nation route rumble 
es , Quickie ee type no S-LIFE mufflers glass packed for quiet power, too ss lee alana See ont 
ade ar teor welding. Comp “Soe 5-Life 6 (for all 6 cyl. cars only $11.95 ed. Specify 134” or 2” dia 

: 5-Life 8 (for all 8 cyl. cars) (Also shorties 7” iong.) Each—4 ft. $3.95. Shorty—98c 


CHROME-IT . . nana: — a SW 
- US AF | 
é 2 \ CUSTOM STRIPING 


“ ’ . he : FIX ANYTHING with this amazing new discovery SAVE $25 te $30. Customize your own car with 
INSTANT CHEM PLATE ANYTHING! New senso its (go% steel and 20% plastic. Handles like genuine “Rembrandt” design decals. Easy to ap- Italian Bus Horn 
on eee that does what  outty — hardens into steel Sticks to all metals and ply in any arrangement. Will not peel, chip or 

elec cannot dc. Glistening surface glass. You can grind, drill or file this material fade. Each set available in White, Red, Black or Helps pick up Italian movie stars 
easily ap © any metal, wood, glass, rubber just like steel Can be used to bond two metals lustrous Gold. Excellent Buy! Set +1071 (12 DE- (local babes, too). Splits horn 
or plastic emove chrome trim for together. Hardens in 2 hours. 1.000.000 uses for SIGNS up to 10” Long. Enough for fenders, hood, sound into high and !ow notes and 
replating 0 t on the car. W nome or garage such as repairing pipes. lawn trunk, lid. skirts, dash, etc.) only .95 postpaid. Iternat them 10 times s 
ey a. 25 Hig radigiget gw mowers, faucets, furniture, cracked motor blocks, Set #1073 same plus 12 EXTRA (DIFFERENT DE. Se eres Stans ee An: tan 
trim on autos ands of household uses t gas tanks, etc You've got to use this material to SIGNS) : .......0Mly $1.85 postpaid. ond. Ouch! Only 3 wires to con 
Large Kit (enough t @ 2300 sq. in.) and Com-  oelieve it =0340 Complete Kit (2 cans) and in Set £1075 complete Deluxe Stripe kit (36 BIG nect. State if for 6 or 12-voit. 
plete easy-to-follow Instructions £5430 $4.98 ppd. structrons only $2.25 postpaid DESIGNS) , . .only $2.75 postpaid 


ENGINE ADAPTORS sn New “MICRO-LOK" Spindle 


mae : : Mr / Nuts give you PERFECT 

else but at Newhouse can you peosnael -  tomitiay é I front wheel bearing adjust- 
6 , urv d Wuily \ == 

) bargain like this! Precisior at sides. 55-60 Chev, 52 Ws \ 3 ment. No more loose play 


arne é Dids € 59 Ford, 55-56 Plymouth that causes wheel wobble 

oie cr ss 6 Of oy ; and excessive tire wear 
Others in stock gine to that early Ford or Mercury . n'y $28.95. Tubular Type | REDUCE TIRE WEAR 252. Steady Steering 
for most conversions Complete only $14.95. Built HEAVY £16.95 nieaniete:. on'y | May Save $50.00 of Tire Per car only $2.95 ppd 


di appearance u 
Heavy duty dropped ax PP Neoprene Diaphragm, aiso you slow down, winks 


es. NO FORGE MARKS of Trouble Trap, pius Powerful ® PL, “right” or “‘left’’ when you 


Better cornering. PER- Stock Axte Magnet | apture iron turn. 17” long, covered nase a 
FECT ALIGNMENT. xides, rust flakes, etc., with ‘soft fur.’ Wiring for A, 
Fords, Mercs through that p art needle “a stop ligpt and turn signals. CA oot 


1948, $27.95. $11.00 re Complete ttings , Specify CAT or DOG $6.95. 
; nd. hg. caaer a : AMAZING! 


EXTRA 214” DROP DROPPED Deluxe MILEAGE-MINDER Looks. like it’s ALIVE! 
7 Fue! Pressure Regulator. . , - Warns following cars when & 
. ADE} f-¢@ 


1066 Large 6'/;” Fiames 2 Mine, Serrhed 


UNI-SYN Now Anyone can afford 
re aecseahen teaka CARBURETOR CADILLAC TAIL LIGHTS 
1042 Green Dragon sy = TUNER —— 
1044 Pulling Out Eye i SYNCHRONIZE 2, 3 or 4 carbs with Only 
1046 Half Rotten Head \ ie) extra sensitive, ACCURATE “‘UNI- 
1048 aa seep 7 . SYN." Adjust carbs for smooth POW- PRICED $6.95 
ee eee . : ER & perfect idle. Full instructions : . 
1050 ‘‘Eating’’ Engine . included . . . only $9.95 postpaid each 
1052 Girl Holding Head For 4 barrel carbs $12.50 postpaid) me Beautiful 
1054 Fiying Eyebo com 
1056 *‘Fuel’’ Injection = “hd; 3 FUZZY New low cost customizing item 
* We The newest rage te rock ‘em is that ‘does something” = your 
} a the FUZZY MIRROR-MUFP made of a car, amy make. Wired, bulbs, red 
1068 Cutting Tongue *nemoane-se nite. lufty, angera type ter ens, fittings, chrome housing & 
4070 10 (1) Oregons, Stains Mirror Mutt: Fits all stenderd sizes ...... O9C Complete $6.95 (Pr, only $12.90) 
ONLY 79¢ EACH Cer Plaque Muff (not shown) ................ 98¢ Red lens alone......$1.95 each 
3 FOR $2.00 Sun Viser & Hern Muff. each ........ $1.49 


DEPEND ON 
NEWHOUSE 
FOR QUALITY 


Supplier of 
Special 
Pid lan 


5805 £. Beverly Bivd., Dept. 308 Los Angeles 22, Calif. Phone RAymond 3-3671 


LOW MAIL ORDER PRICES—ORDER TODAY » TWO (2) FREE GIFTS 


with every order. While supply lasts you will receive a free surprise gift with every order 
plus a free copy of “How to Get 50 Miles Per Gallon.” (Both worth over $2.00.) 
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We stock over 150,000 items, ready for immediate shipment 
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ISSUES FOR ONE DOLLAR OFFER 
CAR CRAFT Magazine 
5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 


Please send me 5 monthly issues of CAR CRAFT at your 


special introductory rate of $1.00. 


NAME 


city 


 — 


SPECIAL 
INTRODUCTORY 
OFFER... for new 


subscribers to 


Car Craft! 


CC ony 


...and look what you get: 


MORE 
CUSTOMIZING NEWS! 


MORE 
TECHNICAL FEATURES! 


MORE 
KARTING FEATURES! 


MORE 


AUTOMOTIVE SPORTS 
COVERAGE! 


FF 


Clip and 
mail this 
coupon 
today! 
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176 Official Shop Manuals 
..in This One Giant 
Illustrated Repair Guide! 
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THE XPAK 400 
Barris’ exciting new experimental air car from start to finish 


20 SELECTIVE TRANS STICKS 
New kits for selective-type trans puts the stick on the floor 


24 PORTRAIT OF A PICKUP 
One of the finest that we have seen in many a day is this Ford 


26 RACE OF CHAMPIONS 
The third annual gathering of the top quarter midget pilots 














No wonder experts and beginners 
agree —This is the EASY way to 


FIX ANY PART 
OF ANY CAR 


Covers These Makes 
Buick Jeep 













































































. . . Buick 
30 RESTYLING ... from mild to wild — ro a % cepacia! 
59.’ ee ob — that’s to get the ad- J Chevrolet 
The popular ’52-’54 Ford gets some modern day glamorizing in ink te a ete ee 
ae Auto = mer Continental Olds F-8S 
ual brings you S exper orvair ymou 
34 DIPLOMATIC DEUCE a frome the enginaers —— Goruise 
i . ‘ hae F 7 who make the cars and [pe sot Tempest 
Representative to Germany is a distinction this rod has, others don’t know them “inside out.” [Dodge rambler 
New Rome tne Grrtciae ects, "american 
’ SHOP MANUALS — boiled Falcon a 
36 HERE S HOW: — —— into one Temmacies Vattnnt oF 
, . giant volume! 
Butting the chrome on the ’59 Chev is easy once you've seen this No guesswork! MOTOR’s 
Manual ‘‘starts from scratch’’ — leads you through 
entire job with easy step-by-step directions, clear 
38 FROM OUTER SPACE “how-to” pictures. You CAN'T go wrong! 
hat’ shat : OVER 1,000 BIG PAGES — 2,850 PICTURES 
T . tly _ the builder of this Ford was not striving for New, Revised, Enlarged Edition completely covers 





practically any car model, 1953 thru 1961, including all 
the new compacts. Over 1,000 Giant Pages. 2,850 This- 






40 SHOWTIME USA is-How Pictures. 195 Quick-Check Charts. 30,000 es- 
. ° sential repair specifications. Over 225.000 service and 
Hartford and Springfield share the honors in this two-fold coverage repair facts. PLUS Giant TROUBLE-SHOOTING SEC- 





TION that spots any of 2300 car troubles in a jiffy! 3', 





million copies sold! 






44 SCULPTURED IN GOLD TRY BOOK FREE 7 DAYS — Send no money. Just 
‘ , , mail coupon (paste on postcard for FASTER action). 

A nifty ’55 Merc from the East with metal working and a gold hue Use Manual for whole week, free. If not greatest time 

and money-saver you've ever seen — return book in 
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46 TOPS IN STYLE N. Y. (Sehools, Bookstores: write fer discounts.) a 
The latest in custom car show wear for the top of your car 


48 ONLY ONE IN ARIZONA 
That’s why this speed-minded team built their hot dragster coupe 


HERE’S HOW: 
Triple version of the new Lee plastic taillights for °59 Fords 


FROM CLASSIC TO CUSTOM 
AMT’s New 3-in-1 Scale models feature 11 different variations 
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New Truck Manual 
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MOTOR BOOK DEPT. 
Desk. 1803, 250 W. 55th St., N.Y. 19, N.Y. 










departments Rush to me a once 
(check box opposite book you want): 

f) MOTOR'S New as ae ae OT nani 

it O.K., I will remit $2 in jays, $2 mon y 

8 LETTERS 54 WHAT'S YOuR PROBLEM? for 2 months and a final payment of $2.05 (plus 

45c delivery charges) one month after that. Other- 

wise I will return the hook postpaid in 7 days. 

rT) MOTOR'’S New TRUCK REPAIR MANUAL. If 

10 ce SHOPS 56 CUSTOM QUERIES LJ OK... T will remit $3 in 7 days, $3 a month 

} later, then $2 monthly for 2 months, plus 45c¢ 

delivery charges with final — Otherwise I 
will return book postpaid tn days. 

cover Print Name@...ccccccccccscccccece Age. ..... 
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Our lead subject this month is the experimental air vehicle designed 






| and built by noted customizer George Barris. Commencing on page C) chess bar and save 45¢ delivery charge by sn: 
. . . . . osiry coupon in envelo e e 
14, the XPAK 400 is described in detail from the start to finish. ment of 88.98 for Ruta Repai” Nanwal for 81 foe 





— Photographed by George Barris refund privilege 
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CIFICALLY 


DESIGNED FO 
CAR CLUBS 
Many models and dozens , 
of coler combinations. 


J 
Styling, lettering, 
and emblems are 
finest in the nation. 


es 
Prices include all 
lettering and embiems. 


$7.00 to $25.00 in club 
lots of 6 or more. 


FREE LITERATURE. 


] 


SEND 25c TODAY. 
For complete 


T-SHIRTS « EMBLEMS 
PLAQUES © JACKETS 
DECALS ¢ FLAGS 
CHENILLE NOVELTIES 
TROPHIES * EMBROIDERY 


ei lam) 
aes 
Somes amt 


‘S 
1072-C WORTH WILTON PLACE 
HOLLYWOOD 38, CALIFORNIA 


your club. 


BIG PAY 
OPPORTUNITIES 


If you like to work with your hands—you 
should investigate the money-making possi- 
bilities which are available today to men 
who are ready. 

You can make yourself more valuable 
through interesting home study. Others have 
done it—you can too! You need not lose a 
dollar of pay or an hour from work. Advanced 
education unnecessary. 

FREE BOOK GIVES THE FACTS 
Simply mark on the coupon below the trade 
which interests you most. Mail it today and 
we will send you a valuable free booklet 
describing the opportunities in that field 
and what you must know to get a better job 
and higher wages. No obligation. 

Accredited Member, National Home Study Council 

Utilities Engineering Institute Division 

LA SALLE EXTENSION UNIVERSITY 

A Correspondence Institution 
417 S. Dearborn, Dept. E 537 
Chicago 5, Illinois 

Please send me full information regarding the training 
I have checked, without obligation. 
0 Diesel D Ref. Air Cond. 
0 Auto Body Fender 0D Welding 
0 Motor Tune-up 0 Mech. Drafting 


the editor 


HE RECENT increase in popu- 

larity of model car kits has been 
rather astounding. A letter that was 
used in our magazine a few months 
ago came from a model car club. It 
stated that the club had held what 
they believed to be the first model 
car show. Shortly after the issue hit 
the newsstands we were deluged 
with letters from other model clubs, 
saying that their club had presented 
a show previous to the one mention- 
ed in the first letter. The interest and 
pride that these people have in their 
clubs and their models soon became 
quite evident. Another aspect of the 
model hobby was brought to our 
attention by many of our representa- 
tives. They told us that at most of 
the large auto shows they were cov- 
ering, a model car contest or show- 
ing was being held in conjunction 
with it and was often the hit of the 
show! Investigation of the many car 
kits now being offered to hobbyists 
really opened our eyes as to why they 
are so popular. They are something 
special! They are not just a body that 
you stick some wheels on and it’s 
completed. They are finely detailed 
kits containing minute parts and ac- 
cessories that would bring joy to any 
model craftsman. Yet, they are de- 
signed so that the beginner can 
easily assemble them by carefully 
following the thorough instructions. 
And the custom enthusiast isn’t left 
out either. Some of the wildest cre- 
ations you have ever seen feature 
chopped and channeled, much modi- 


fied bodies, intricate engine com- 
partments and finely styled interiors 
—done by individuals who have a 
flair for meticulous workmanship and 
clever designing. The manufacturers 
themselves are not behind the times. 
They have staffs working full time to 
incorporate the latest trends and 
tricks of the custom car and hot rod 
field into their creations. Witness the 
above photo of early model rods 
with chopped tops and pickup beds, 
modified suspension systems, and 
chromed, blown engines. How wild 
can they get? We at the magazine 
are contemplating a regular monthly 
feature dedicated to model cars, 
shows, and the enthusiasts of the 
hobby. We are most interested in 
hearing any ideas or suggestions you 
may have as to what you would like 
to see in this feature. We would also 
like to hear from model car clubs on 
their doings and activities. Also good 
photographs of models that you are 
especially proud of would be appre- 
ciated. Mailing address is: Car Craft 
Magazine, c/o Model Cars, 5959 Hol- 
lywood Blvd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 
* ©» * 

You have to admit that this month’s 
cover is a drastic switch from its nor- 
mal content. Instead of the usual 
customs or rods, we are presenting 
a possible peek into the future by 
the way of George Barris’ fabulous 
XPAK 400. For full information on 
this air car, see the six-page photo 
feature starting on page 14. 

— Don Evans 





PCS eee 
MAIL ORDER DISCOUNT 
CATALOG 


NEW ITEMS — BIGGER DISCOUNT 


CATALOG COUPON | 


SEND 25¢ TO COVER MAILING AND HANDLING, 
FOR NEW 1961 MAIL ORDER DISCOUNT CATALOG. CATALOG 
IF YOU MISSED THE BIGGER AND BETTER THAN EVER. EACH CATALOG 
CONTAINS $1.00 FREE CERTIFICATE. NEXT ISSUE CONTAINS VALUABLE 


1960 CATALOG SENT FREE. 
SPEED INFORMATION 

YOU MISSED THE 
Wises — COMPRESSION 

BOAT — GET ON | 
stpRiactorsv atthe ws biaisc eudeataland lees CHARTS —GEAR RATIO 


ADDRESS 
BOARD FOR 1961 
tee CHARTS. 





CORVAIR 
HONEST 
DUAL OF THE MONTH 
EXHAUST NOW BARRIS FAMOUS KANDY KOLORS 


GLAS-PAC 
MUFFLER IN SPRAY CAN—NOW YOU CAN DO IT YOuR- 
COMPLETE SELF — USE ON DASH — WHEELS — ETC. 
KIT —- 19.95 


20 
FOR 
1960 or 1961 
SAY WHICH 


DUALS, GO FASTER, FARTHER, SMOOTHER 
Eliminates (Crossover Pipe). Easily installed. 
Kit includes matched mufflers. 
(Choice of Glass or Steel Packed) 
5 Chrome - and — on brackets, two 
poe Au geskets, notching template, essy in- Kolors available, Kandy Apple Red, Kandy Blue, 
SEND 25% DEPOSIT ON C.0.D.’s. NO C.0.D. ON Kandy Green, Kandy Gold — in order to get fam- 
rmny OUNe. | ous kandy effect, kandy kolors must be applied 
NAME 


MY CAR IS A.... YEAR.... MODEL.... BODY.... 


ADDRESS oe 
CITY Por es, ee | 


over gold underbase. 
SPRAY KANDY KOLORS EACH $2.25 


ce | SPRAY GOLD UNDERBASE EACH $2.25 


Quantity Stock No. —Description —=~Prrice” 
. <2 Peete er ae We Pay Postage 
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CLASSIC AND CUSTOM 
Dear Sir: 

I am 15 years old, and am a car 
hound with a small bank roll, so natu- 
rally I started making model custom 
cars. 


I have been a fan of your maga- 
zine for the last few years. The part 
I like best is the pictures you print 
of models that are sent in and the 
different articles on model cars. 

Enclosed are pictures of two mod- 
els I have built during the last year. 
The first is a 32 Ford Model ‘B’ 
Sports Roadster. The body was short- 
ened about one-fourth inch. The rear 
pan was lengthened and rolled using 


plastic wood with custom exhausts 
through the pan and stock bumper 
above. The spare tires on each side 
were made from continental kits from 
other model kits. The front fenders 
were remodeled to a point in front 
like the “Tailor-made Thirty-Four” 
in the April 60 issue. It has a com- 
plete custom interior with padded 
dash and custom handmade steering 
wheel. The running boards are also 
padded. This model is painted light 
pearl pink, four coats with red trim. 

The second model is a 1960 Mer- 
cury convertible. This is de-chromed 
all around and is lowered 24%” front 
and back. It has dummy spots, flip- 


per wheel discs, door handles re- 
moved, full-length lake plugs, custom 
steering. wheel, tach, windshield 
frame removed, back bumper is 
removed, rolled back pan with hand- 
made nerf bars, custom grille bar 
inserted. This car is painted with 
three coats of black, red and white 
interior and red and white scallops. 

Both of these cars took two weeks 
each to build. 


— Jim Cash, Jr. 
Jacksonville, Iil. 


MATEWAN MAZE 
Dear Sir: 


Here are some snapshots of my 
1957 Chevy, “The Tiki”. The gear- 
shift has been changed to the floor. 


The top has been painted white and 
striped blue with blue bottom. It also 
has a 1951 DeSoto grille, two dummy 
spotlights, two bubble skirts and a 
Continental. The hood has been 
shaped by Lewis Ellis now employed 
at the W. & E. Chevrolet Sales Inc., 
Matewan, W. Va. 


— Gerald Epling 
Matewan, W. Va. 


CAMINO WITH CLASS 
Dear Sir: 

Enclosed are some prints of my 
‘59 Chevy El Camino, which I hope 
will show what can be done without 
a torch and only ordinary hand tools. 
The majority of the work was done 
by myself in about six months. 

Front end modifications include a 
59 Ford grille, 57 Mercury Turnpike 
Cruiser headlights, and the hood has 
the emblems removed and filled. 

The rear end has the emblems also 
removed and the license plate re- 
mounted under the bumper. Tail- 


lights are flat red plexi-glass with ’56 
Pontiac stars added to match the sec- 
ond Ford grille that is on both sides 
of the license plate. The rear tarp is 


made of %” plywood padded with 
fiberglass insulation and then covered 
with red and white Naugahyde. 

Interior is rolled in red and white 
also, while the dash and rear shelf 
are in red only. One other unusual 
feature is the radio mounted in the 
rear shelf, to the right of the driver. 
Discs are cone aluminum, engine is 
stock except for red paint again and 
chrome accessories. 

I’m hoping there is one place in 
your fine magazine where my truck 
might fit in. 


— Jack Connolly 
Haddonfield, N. J. 


“ATTENTION ALL UNITS... 
BE ON THE LOOKOUT FOR...” 
Dear Sir: 

‘Enclosed are two pictures of my 
ex-car. The car was STOLEN August 
15, 1960. 

Description: 50 Ford, extremely 
low, 11 inches in front and 8 inches 
in the rear, via cut coils, framework, 
and de-arched springs and 4” blocks 
in rear. 

The car is painted maroon with 
gold scallops, trimmed with mild 
striping. Bodywork included nosing 
and decking, frenched headlights, 
four rows of louvers, with teardrop 
spots (dual), and flat plastic taillight 
lenses. 


Engine was 283 cube flathead with 
3 jugs, cam, etc. Was followed by 
a floor box and a 4:11 rear end. En- 
gine compartment was spotlessly 
clean. 


CAR CRAFT 












Upholstery was light blue and 
white with blue rugs and ’56 Ford 
steering wheel. 

Shortly after these pictures were 
taken the door handles were shaved, 
stubby header plugs and scavenger 
pipes were added. The name of this 
car is “Little Smoky”. If anyone who 
has seen or heard of this car it would 
be appreciated if they would contact 
the owner. 











— Dave Robanske 
1950 N.E. 134th Place 
Portland 30, Oregon 
(call collect) AL 4-3889 





The job of powering a rental cart puts 
heavy demands on an engine. Long hours 
of strenuous use in the hands of junior 
speed-demons calls for ruggedness not 
found in a powerplant built down to a 
price. Cast iron ruggedness, teamed up 
with 4-stroke cycle dependability and 
freedom from excessive smoke and noise, 





















We hope someone can help on this. Keep 
your eyes open. There's nothing worse than a 
car thief ...unless it's a horse thief. And you 
know what we did to them. — Ed. 










THESE OPTIONAL EXTRAS ARE AVAILABLE 


Locked-in Bearings » Standard and H.D. Recoil Starters + 
Electric Starter » Electric Generator » Forged Connect- 
ing Rods +» Automatic Low Oil Level igiition 
Cutoff « Special Power Takeoffs as needed 


--- FIRST CHOICE FOR 


RENTAL CARTS 


BECAUSE THEY'RE 


BUILT TO TAKE IT 


makes Continentals the one best choice 
for concession cart use. And only Con- 
tinental provides the patented Contex ex- 
ternal ignition system for servicing speed 
and ease. More and more concession- 
naires agree: 

RED SEALS ARE BUILT TO TAKE IT = 

THERE'S LESS TIME OUT, MORE 

PROFIT, WITH DEPENDABLE 


RED SEAL POWER 








(Continental Motors [orporation 


INDUSTRIAL AIR-COOLED ENGINE DIVISION 
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LIKE. . . LIKE 
Dear Sir: 

Like I just want to give you the 
word about the November Car 
Crarr. I mean like real gone man, 
cool, the widest. I like really dig 
coupes. Sedans are O.K., too. How 
about like an issue on dragsters? 

Some of the fellow cats around 
here say I should tell the world about 
my wheels. They say it’s a real kooky 
kart. It’s a V.W., chopped 3 inches, 
channeled and sectioned it has a little 
Carrera mill (Spyder racing engine) 
and ’59 Corvette taillights frenched 
into the rear fenders. It’s painted 
black with pink racing stripes. 

I've been read’n Car Crart since 
Feb. 58. Keep up the great work. 

—A fellow bycanthrope of 
Roth’s —“Wild” Bill Gordon 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


P.S. A bycanthrope is a werewolf. 
See Roth’s ad in C.C. Nov. 60, page 
8. And I don’t really have a V.W. 
I've got a hopped Falcon with a ’60 
Chrysler 300 mill. 


Like sure you do. We're glad to see that you 
are definitely a non-conformist in your choice 
of automobiles (we won't comment further on 
your other tendencies). However, we must take it 
upon ourselves to correct you The Porsche Car- 
rera engine with DOHC is not the Spyder model, 
but a de-tuned version thereof. Shame on you. 

Our personnel transportation is a Chrysler 300 
F with a Valiant engine. It really goes! — Ed. 
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Over 100 different models — designed for ALL 
cars. Accept NO substitute, and don't let price 
deceive you! All parts in the ANSEN POSI-SHIFT 
are NEW, hardened, plated and GUARANTEED 
against wearing or breakage. 


NO EXTRAS needed to install — just hand tools 
and about one hour in time. 


DELUXE model (Spring-loaded) 









DELUXE SELECTOR model 
(for selector-type trans. only) 






STANDARD ECONOMY MODEL 
(spring loaded — but NOT made for ALL cars) 











JET AUTO SUPPLY 


1772 86th Street 
Brooklyn 14, N.Y. 


Phene: CL 6-0759 













reusena POSI-SHIFT 


$49.95 ea. 
Plus $3.00 excise tax. 





Plus $3.30 excise tax. 
$32.95 ea. 


SERVICE CENTER 
15729 Se. Atiantic Ave. 
Compton, California 
Phone: NE 5-6368 






eae te eer | 





THE ORIGINAL 
FLOOR STICK SHIFT 
CONVERSION KIT 


USES THE ENGINEERED, TRIED-AND-PROVEN “H” PATTERN 


The Only Approved 
Conversion Kit 


fa 


FLASH!!! 
When installing 
an ANSEN 
POSI-SHIFT, under 


NHRA rules your class 
DOES NOT change. 


ay 


eo wits 
\ : 


De luxe 
Model 


ANSEN ADJUSTABLE LOWERING KITS 


Eliminate a major problem — no cutting, heating or dismem- 
bering of your Coil Springs. ; 
ANSEN, Lowering Kits are designed to fit ALL Coil Springs, 
front or rear. Easy to install. Just clamp on! ’ 

You can adjust up to 3" and change when you wish. To return 
car back to stock — just remove kit. 

Made of heat-treated steel. 


SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE 
Send te ANSEN AUTOMOTIVE, 6317 Se. 
Angeles 44, Calif., PL 2-4178 or 
WRITE TO DEALERS LISTED BELOW FOR FREE LITERATURE 


$7.95 per Kit. 


Normandie Ave., Les 


CALIFORNIA SPEED & SPORT 
298 Jersey Ave. 
New Brunswick, N. J. 


Phone: Ki 5-0311 


Dept. CC-3 








ASTER 


Hundreds of Parts and Karts listed in our Big 
Catalog. All the latest items for Kart and % 
Midget Racing. Wheels, axles, helmets, gas 
tanks, engines, carburetors, slicks, frames, 
steering parts, stuffers, Steen C, steering 
wheels, etc. Send $1.00 teday for catalog! 


er Te) 
SPEED & SPORT 


295-C Jersey Ave., New Brunswick, N. J. 


CUSTOM TAIL LIGHT LENSES 


BY THE CRAFTSMEN OF LEE PLASTICS 


f 2 


x 


"56 CHEVY REPLACEMENT LENSES— 
1. Diamond design. Easy to install. No body 
changes. No need to move gos tank nozzle. 
Directions with lens. Price $19.95 per pair. 2. Plain 


red plastic model. Price $12.95 per pair. Lenses 


available for most of the popular cars. Send 25c 
for pictures, information and prices. All lenses 
postpaid if full price accompanies order. C.O.D., 
send 25% with order. 


LEE PLASTICS 


10832 PLYMOUTH ROAD, DETROIT 4, MICHIGAN 


NEW BI-RITE CATALOG 
FEATURES LOW PRICES” 


ON HUB CAPS - GRILLES - FENDER 
SKIRTS - TOOLS - CARB AIRCLEANERS 


and other accessories 


* Dealers request wholesale catalog. Ey B| 1) 


FREE catalog explains our 


profit-sharing program. Send i] 
25¢ cash for handiing . . . \ 
= (=) 


refunded on first order. 


BI-RITE AUTO SPECIALTY 
[OEPT. 22) 


5506 W NORTH CHICAGO 39 


PLASTIC LENSES 


For ’57 Fords a new ‘playing card’ 
lens in heart, spade, diamond or club 
pattern of translucent red on opaque 
white back. $14.95 a pair. Lee Plas- 
tics, Department CC, 10832 Plym- 
outh Rd., Detroit 4, Mich. 


OPEN WHEEL CAP 

Appearance simulates reversed wheel 
look. Complete one-piece. Snaps on 
— ring, bullet, lug nuts. ’54-’61 Chevs, 
49-61 Fords, all ‘Birds, 52-61 
Merc. $30. NAMSCO, Inc., Dept. 
CC, Bellwood, IIL. 


280° CHEV CAM 

Dual purpose for street or strip; is 
designed for 55-60 Chev 265-283 
hp engines. Cast billet, not a regrind. 
$39.95. Vic Hubbard Motor Parts, 
Department CC, 21032 Meekland 
Avenue, Hayward, California. 





TORNADO STREAMLINED HEADLIGHT BRACKETS 


Chrome-like finish for that custom appearance. 
Easily attached to frame. Strong, heavy alu- 
minum, highly polished. Brackets only . . . 


$4495 


HEADLIGHTS for above—black enamel, 7” 
diameter, sealed beam. (in ordering, specify 
whether 6 or 12 volts.) Per pair... 


$47 


TO SEE A PICTURE OF THESE HEADLIGHTS AND BRACKETS ON A CAR, SEE CAR CRAFT, DEC., 1960 
PAGE 48. 


Write Dept. C-3 fees SPEED SHOP Raga tensa brag 


ENGINEERS HANDBOOK q WanirA SLIP (FOr 

Handy pocket sized reference guide ; & hi &2 NN; COMING NEXT MONTH 
for ae —, just — . ! maneRse } ee : “‘THE ROADSTER OF 
everything. Ideal for rodders with a ‘ oI 

bent for facts. 90¢. Ottenheimer Pub- Suse! Yop ; T °o aa o R R CS Ww re 
lishers, Inc., Dept. CC, 4805 Nelson *Mouselstunies “K=F yb WATCH FOR IT IN THE 


Acres : 99 ERS RD. 5 
Ave., Baltimore, Md. camer 27, aa: , APRIL ISSUE OF CAR CRAFT 


Championship Thrills with a Peanut Bud- 
get... . are yours with the popular 
Go Kart Greenhorn Enduro or Go Kart 
Scrambler Cycle. Use it for transporta- 
tion, racing, fun, cow-trailing, anything 
... anytime. 

Now available with your choice of Candy 
Apple Racing Team Red or Candy Apple 
Thunderbolt Blue Baker Hi-Gloss Finish. 
Greenhorn Enduro (Clinton A-400) is 
only $119, the charging Scrambler (West 
Bend #580) only $149 ... both ready for 
fuel and fun. 

See your Go Kart Dealer or write for 
free Information. 


CFT Kant} Manufacturing Co., Inc. 
6465 IRWINDALE ROAD, AZUSA, CALIFORNIA 


j Ki e An ALL NEW Production of the Nation's Leading Automotive Expo 
sition. Over 125 Selected Automotive Masterpieces. Rare Antiques. 

LZUS PRESENTS Classics, Fabulous Customs, Dream Cars, Record Hot Rods, Race 

Cars, International Sports Cars, Cycles, Karts, Motor Equipment and 

Accessories. Plus AUTORAMA THEATRE: An Exciting Program of inter 

national Track and Road Races in Sound and Color. It's Entertaining! 

It’s Educational’ There's Something for Every Member of the Family 


BRAKE BLEEDER 


Interchangeable for compacts, trucks 
and conventional cars. Only one of 
its kind on the market. %4” hex sock- 


et and %” on the other end. Has cS i AL 
vents to bleed. Herbrand Tools, 1 oe 


Dept. CC, Fremont, Ohio. JA UW T ‘@) fe yN TY, | yN 


CONN. STATE ARMORY 


HARTFORD 


Make your application for show car, exhibit booth and program advertising space NOW. 
AUTORAMA CORPORATION 2, MEADOW PARK DRIVE, MILFORD, CONN., TRINITY 4-5718 


# you like cars, 
you'll love Autorama! 
Directed by Bob Muelke 


40 FORDS 


We have a complete line of 1940 Fords — all 

colors and body styles. Also many 1932 Fords. 

Send us your orders or send $1.00 for 10 4 50 

glossy prints and price list. 40 FORDS. ; 5. + 00 
FORD RESTORATIONS Pictures *]. 


1410 EAST CORNELL ENGELWOOD, COLORADO Sy CATALOG $.50 
9401 MEYBRS RD. DETRO/T 27 Nett 
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HOT ROD 
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TECH TIPS — 


BEST—ALL COMPETITION CARS 


ENGINE SWAPPING: 

Engine swapping, the secret of adding hid- 
den power to your car. If you're not satis- 
fied with the performance potential of your 
present engine, here's how to replace it 
with a real racehorse worker. Selecting a 
ready-made motor for your cor is easy .. . 
when you know how. 


FLOOR-SHIFT CONVERSIONS: 

If you've been looking for a painless method 
of modifying a synchromesh transmission 
with a floor-shift, here’s the answer . . . 
floorshift conversion kits. A fraction of a 
second lost in making a shift can cut your 
acceleration as surely as an engine stall ot 
the starting line. Here's how to avoid it. 


at your newsstand 


8 5° 


postpaid 


READY-MADE ROD PARTS: 

A drag racer doesn’t have to be o chassis 
designer, metallurgist, welder, and machin- 
ist these doys to have a dragster os good as 
any against which he will have to compete. 
All he has to do is buy the ports he needs 
and assemble them, as he would any other 
do-it-yourself kit. 


FUEL INJECTION: 

At least three American companies are in 
the business of manufacturing fuel injectors 
for competition engines. Fuel injection is 
popular for a reason . . . it adds more 
power under the hood, and odds thot power 
in a hurry. Here are the easy to follow 
A-Z's of basic hopping up procedures. 


KART WHEELS 


Aluminum with recessed hub. Com- 
plete kit includes rod with linkage 
plates, nuts, $11.95. Palmini Engi- 
neering, Dept. CC, 3156 N. San Ga- 
briel Blvd., South San Gabriel, Calif. 


COMPACT COVERS 

Valve covers and special intake mani- 
folds are now available for Dodge 
Lancers and Plymouth Valiants. De- 


and many more features 


ACT NOW! MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY! 


Se ee ee ee ee a en a ae 


TREND BOOKS 5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 


Rush me my copy of 1961 HOT ROD ANNUAL: my 85c 
enclosed to cover all mail and handling charges. 


tailed catalog: $1. Nor Cal, my 
CC, P.O. Box 1928, Stockton, Calif. 


CC-361 i 


NAME 





(please print) 


ADDRESS 





ZONE__ STATE 





TORNADO 
SHIFTFASTER Ua Em 


RUGGED eee0e HEAVY Dury! Spring Leaded 534.95, 


lever and knob 
convert from column shift to 
the world’s fastest floor shift! 


Easy-to-install Tornado Conversion Kits contain 
complete linkage as shown. Everything you need — 
to connect your transmission is right there . . . 
plus simple installation instructions. Available Ternade Kits have standare 
for these cars: shift pattern. 
Note: kits won't ft evtomatic 
STEEN’S CATALOG 3 transmissions. 


1 1960 Fale 
- ee ee 1939-48 Cad & LaSalle (unless rear trans. hous- 
catalog going for $1. If you need ing is altered) 
something for your kart, you also 1939-60 Ford & Merc 
need this. Steen’s Power Parts, Dept. 1958 Pontiac (small 
CC, 19 E. Valley Blvd., Alhambra transmission) 
27, California. 1959-60 Pontiac (big transmission) 
1946-51 Lincoln 
1948-56 Stude Commander 
1947-57 Stude Champion : 
1949-60 Chev ae 4 Send large self-adaressed stamped 
1949-50 Olds ae _  —“@& envelope for free brochure. 
HOW TO ORDER: ify year & model cor 
if overdrive or not. Enclose $7.50 dep. hake ¢. ‘a ). 


Write Dept. (-3 P4241 4s eel 


oes hall = 


Mansizeo Automotive Reapinc PLeasure ? 


Fast paced articles jammed with up-to-the-minute customizing ideas? Feature length 


NEW PISTONS 

Again for the compacts — Valiant, 
Corvair, Falcon and Comets. Stroker, 
high compression, over bore or any 
combo. $60 per set. No pins. JE En- 
gineering, Dept. CC, 825 S. Date 
Avenue, Alhambra, California. 


TRANSISTORIZED COIL 


The only one-piece coil on the mar- 
ket. Die cast aluminum and can be 
mounted in place of your standard 
coil. More info by writing: Automo- 
tive Electronics Co., Dept. CC, 48-21 
28th Ave., Long Island City, N.Y. 
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illustrations on home customizing automotive tips? No matter what you like best 
in an automotive annual, you'll find plenty of it in this great new customizing 
classic. Rarely there comes an automotive handbook of ideas so excitingly unique 
as what's inside this one’s 138 pages. Here you'll find a special report on styles 
and components that scintillate with sparkling customizing originalities. But why 
waste time? Let’s take a look at what's inside the cover: 


1001 CUSTOMIZING IDEAS ial 
CUSTOM CAR OF THE YEAR NEWSSTAND 


ULTRA INTERIORS 
CUSTOM ENGINES 

EL CAMINO VS RANCHERO: 
ULTRA TRUNK COMPARTMENTS 
SIDE EXHAUST COVERS 

CAR CONVERTED PICKUPS 
UPHOLSTERED HOOD COVERS 
PADDED TOPS 

CUSTOM PICKUPS 

CUSTOM TV STYLING 
FRENCHED LICENSE PLATES 
NATION’S TOP SHOWCARS 
BASIC HOW-TO-DO-ITS 





Out of the realm of the usual showcar, 

_ George Barris’ latest creation won for him 
the coveted Custom Body Shop 
Achievement Award at the National Show 


and gives a hint of the future for 


experimental exhibition vehicles 
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Frame is constructed of %-inch alloy seamless tubing. 
This chassis skeleton is outline of the Plenum Chamber 
with the outer/peripheral jet control included in view. 


Cockpit used forms of round rod with minutely-holed wire 
mesh fitted over the templates, From this outline, Dynamic 
Plastics Company drew a vacuum formed Butyrate covering. 


Smiling gentlemen on left is designer, builder and exhibitor 
of XPAK 400 — George Barris who is practically dwarfed 
by the Custom Body Shop Achievement Award that he won. 


« 


This is one of the Jack and Heintz jet aircraft starter motors 
that is employed to power the cast aluminum 20-inch fan. 
This fan pushes 11,800 c.i. of air per minute for lift. 


A circular aluminum tunnel is installed around the fan and 
motor to direct the air into the lower portion of the Plenum 
Chamber. Motor is 4 hp 24 volt DC and turns 40,000 rpm. 
Reduced down in gears 8 to | it now turns 5000 rpm for lift. 
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XPAK 400 


i, Se 


A small 5 |b. Corn coil transformer supplies 5000 volts to 
the special Neon taillights and equally unique Fluorescent 
headlights. Heavy plastic wire covering prevents shorting. 


Hand filing and much fitting had to be done on aluminum 
skin and welded sections. This is the outer Plenum Chamber 
undergoing file bit. Sections are Dzus-fitted together here. 


Double ratcheted relays transfer voltage to remote control 
solenoids for Sound Wave Demonstrations at shows. Elec- 
tronic work perfected by Earl Wilson, Mike amplifier shown. 


¥% inch round rod was used to make frame mock-up and for 
the patterns that were later made into the original outer 
panels. Weight problems made feasible a lightweight frame. 


Decorative trim and a final check-out is made after the skins 
are installed on the completed frame. Barris is dropping in one 
motor, Note one-piece rolled panels to prevent hand forming. 
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Rear view shows the 12 Mill neon taillights mounted on 
red reflective plastic across the complete rear of car. 
Most of decorative plastics was done by Frys Plastics. r 


as 

7 

if 

| 
Stabilizing the vehicle are large fins. 
Dimensions are: length 12’, width 6’, 
a: height 30”; fins: 8’ long, 53” high and 
6” thick. The total weight of this air 
car is only 422 Ibs. fully equipped. 


Rolled panels made by Jack Sutton 
of .040 half-hard aluminum in large 
sections, Extreme care had to be taken 
with long complex sections to prevent 
ripples. Finish photos prove Sutton's 
skill. His special roller is seen in this 
shot where the panel is being rolled. 
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XPAK 400 


Handmade combination headlight /grille 
unit is assembled of 20 gauge metal 
and chrome stock. Curved fluorescent 
tube shoots beam 100’ without glare to 
on-coming vehicles (in the air?). Well... 


Above. Gold plated cover protects fan 
from sticky fingers (and prevents chop- 
ping). Small pick-up mike is shown at 
bottom of duct. ‘‘Metalflake"’ paint is 
composed of minute aluminum granules. 


Left. Three beauties — the XPAK and on 
the left lovely Carol Yhlen and to the 
right glamorous Jean Frenzel, both of 
New Jersey. Don't know middle guy. 
Parachute captures air below the car. 
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Wherever XPAK is exhibited it draws 
huge crowds of spectators. This is one 
of the many shows (Bakersfield, Calif.) 
that the car toured during three month 
period. Note Barris to the left of pic. 


Below. Tulsa, Oklahoma farmer can't 
believe his eyes. The sign reads: ‘‘This 
car is a Ground Effect Machine that 
runs on a 5’ cushion of air.'' He told 
us later that it won't replace the mule. 


Below right. ‘Herman’ sits in cockpit 
complete with radar screen, miniature 
meteorology station, banking scales, 
phono-vision screen and a special TV 
phone that shows caller on the screen. 
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selector 
trans 
sticks 


NOW B-0-P AND CHRYSLER PRODUCT OWNERS CAN CHANGE 
THEIR SELECTOR-TYPE TRANSMISSIONS TO FLOOR SHIFTS 


by Bud Lang 


ITH SO MUCH EMPHASIS 
placed on floor stick conver- 
sion kits in recent years, the National 
Hot Rod Association has passed a 
new ruling in regards to their legal- 
ity in Stock classes. As of past Janu- 
ary Ist, floor sticks are legal in these 
classes, whether you run a stock 
Chev or a Sherman tank. Most manu- 
facturers have one or more models 
available for all of the hydros and 
standard shift transmissions, but one 
segment apparently has been neg- 
lected. These are the Buicks, Olds- 
mobiles, Pontiacs, and Chrysler prod- 
ucts, which come outfitted with 
selector type transmissions. These 
transmissions are identified by the 
single shifting arm that picks up 2nd 
and high gear. Low and reverse is 
selected by a small arm which is 
located at the top of the trans on 
some models, and the lower bottom 
on other models. 
Currently two firms have available 


floor shift conversion kits for these 
models featuring selector type trans- 
missions. They are: Ansen Automo- 
tive and Cal Automotive. Ansen is 
producing kits for all of the selector 
type transmissions described above, 
each available in deluxe model only 
for $54.95 plus tax. At this writing, 
Cal Automotive manufactures units 
for G.M. cars only, offering a stand- 
ard deluxe model at $37.50 plus tax. 

The new NHRA ruling concerning 
use of stick shifts in ‘stockers’ along 
with the announcement of the avail- 
ability of conversion units for the 
selector type transmissions prompted 
this article by Car Crart. Our aim 
is to provide our readers a compre- 
hensive report on these two new 
products, which unlike the average 
competitive conversion units, are as 
dissimilar as day and night. Most 
conversion units for like cars are 
designed in a similar manner and 
generally operate alike, but these 


units are totally different, both in 
engineering and shifting pattern. 

Due to this difference, it might be 
best to cover each conversion unit 
separately, describing its design and 
method of operation so as not to get 
the two confused. 

Let’s begin with the Ansen Auto- 
motive Posi-Shift conversion units 
for the Selector type transmissions. 
Basically these kits are almost iden- 
tical to the non-selector models, con- 
taining the same parts and being 
spring loaded. When installed they 
look alike. The main difference is 
that the Selector models feature a 
single shifting arm which picks up 
2nd and high gear. Via two arms and 
pivot points, another arm attached 
to the selector lever permits shifting 
into low and reverse. Merely easing 
the stick to the left slightly will actu- 
ate the selector lever for low and 
reverse shifting. When installed the 
Ansen kits are positioned to the left 
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Left, Ansen Automotive's deluxe floor shift conversion kit 


is available for Chryslers, De Sotos, Dodges and Plymouths, 
1939-56 with or without overdrive. Selector arm linkage is 


routed behind and below shift arm for selecting low, reverse. 


Cal Automotive's conversion kit for Buicks, Olds ('39-'60), 


and Pontiacs ('39-'57), is very compact. Chrome stick rides 
in oilite bearing, attaches directly to new shift arm. Kit 


and above the tailshaft in close prox- 
imity to the seat. 

The Ansen Posi-Shift kits include 
new side shifting arms, new linkage, 
15” chrome handle, black ball, neat 
rubber boot, and chrome hold down 
plate with “H” pattern shift emblem. 
Installation time is quoted at two 
hours. The new owner may install 
the unit himself at home since there 
is no need for major tools. All that is 
necessary is the removal of the old 
side shift arm and linkage and in- 
stallation of the new kit. An item of 
importance to all concerned is that 
no welding or alteration to the 
clutch linkage or transmission is re- 
quired. This, plus the fact that the 
transmission does not have to be re- 
moved for installation of the Ansen 
kit is gratifying. 

The Ansen kit comes complete 
with nothing else to buy, but they 
do offer a choice selection of sticks 
which are optional. A straight stick 
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is complete, contains polished pattern plate, boot and knob. 
















comes in the kit but you may also 
have an extension, an angled stick 
or one that is wildly contoured. The 
Posi-Shift kits are available for the 
following model cars featuring 
Selector type transmissions: Buick 
‘39-60; Olds ’51-’60; Pontiac ’39-’57; 
Chrysler, DeSoto, Dodge and Plym- 
outh ’39-'56. It is of utmost import- 
ance to specify year of car, make of 
trans (large, small, with or without 
overdrive, etc.) if you have a desire 
to purchase any of the kits men- 
tioned in this article. All Posi-Shift 
kits are unconditionally guaranteed 
against wear or breakage for 90 days. 
. The ‘Eliminator’ conversion kits by 
Cal Automotive are designed for ex- 
clusive use with the selector type 
standard shift transmissions used on 
General Motors’ Buicks ’39-’60; Olds 
39-60 (except °49-50 “88’s”); and 
Pontiacs ’39-57. The Eliminator con- 
version kit likewise replaces the col- 
umn shift and all of the stock linkage 


for the B-O-P models is well built. 


reached by moving shift stick to left. 
















The engineered unit produced by Ansen 


2nd and high are direct, low, reverse 


formerly employed. But it goes a bit 
further than just moving the shifting 
lever from the column to the floor. 
The only moving parts are the shift- 
ing arm of the transmission and the 
large %” chrome stick which rides 
in a ball joint. There are no other 
arms or levers to worry about as the 
stick itself does the shifting and 
selecting. 

This appears to be a radical, and 
seemingly much improved, depart- 
ure from the standard shifting setups 
so let’s take a closer look at the Elim- 
inator’s operating principles. 

The stock shifting arm is replaced 
with a special hardened arm that is 
in turn fastened to a solid 26” chrome 
shift stick. The new floor stick is 
piloted through a bronze oil-lite 
bearing, holding the stick solidly yet 
allowing free travel. Due to the arc 
produced by the trans shift arm 
swinging from low to reverse and 
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Posi-Shift unit above is for Buick, Olds, and Pontiacs, made by Ansen Automotive. 
It is very compact, mounts to rear of trans, and is available for most late models. 
Kit is spring loaded, contains same parts as non-selector units, comes complete. 


Above right. Ansen's Post-Shift conversion kits come assembled, have neat pack- 
age of screws, cotter pins, decal, plus attractive chrome pattern plate and rubber 
boot. The other sticks are all optional items, consist of extension, angled stick. 


Closeup view of the Cal Automotive Eliminator installation shows its simplicity of 
design. Operation is said to be fool-proof and ultra-fast, since stick does shifting 
and selecting of all gears. Kit replaces stock linkage, may be installed in minutes. 


selector trans sticks 


second to high, the stick itself freely 
slides through the bearing a fraction 
of an inch or so. The carrier for this 
bearing is arc welded to a quarter 
inch steel plate that is mounted to 
the top trans inspection plate 
through two bolts of greater length 
that are furnished with the kit. A 
single spring is utilized, extending 
from the plate to the lower end of 
the stick. Its purpose is to assist the 
driver in shifting and reduce chances 
of the stick from being bumped out 
of gear. As mentioned earlier, the 
shifting arm swings in a small are 
about the lateral trans shaft. Once 
the stick is underway, say from low 
to second gear, this spring loading, 
along with the internal design of the 
trans, permits the gearbox to almost 
shift itself. 

The author test drove a Buick 
equipped with one of these new units 
and shifting was possible with just 
a flick of the finger. Undoubtedly 
you have noticed in the accompany- 


CAR CRAFT 





4. Installation is complete from below. 
Only three bolts necessary for hookup. 


ing photographs that the small selec- 
tor lever below and forward of the 
shift arm is no longer used. This is 
possible, and thereby eliminating 
extra linkage, through the design of 
the stick and bearing assembly. 
Where the Ansen unit -utilizes a 
cammed arm and linkage to operate 
the selector arm for shifting to low 
and reverse, the Cal Automotive unit 
is selected by the stick itself. 

This is how it is accomplished. 
With the stick in neutral, it is only 
necessary to move it toward the right 
about one inch to permit the lateral 
trans shaft to slide out to the left 
enough to allow shifting into low or 
reverse. This is normally taken care 
of by the small selector lever which 
when moved slides the shaft out. 
After the stick is moved to the right 
it may then be moved up or down, 
shifting the trans into low or reverse. 
Those of you who are well versed 
in floor shift patterns may be aware 
now that the shifting pattern is dif- 
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2. Remove selector arm cotter pin, bolt 


retaining shift arm, discard linkage. 
“ cas 


5. Floor rug rolled back reveals small 
hole necessary, Rug needs but small cut. 


ferent. It is still in the form of an 
“H” but reversed somewhat due to 
the exclusive design of the Elimina- 
tor conversion unit. Moving the stick 
to the right and upwards places the 
trans in low gear. Having only a six 
inch fore and aft travel it takes little 
time to pull the stick down into sec- 
ond gear. As the stick enters the 
neutral range it automatically slides 
into the second-high side. Reaching 
high gear is accomplished by push- 
ing the stick forward again away 
from the drivers seat. Reverse is 
reached only by moving the stick to 
the right, as with low gear, then 
downward. It is virtually impossible 
to miss a shift or go into reverse 
accidentally due to the design of the 
trans and the spring loading incorpo- 
rated into the unit’s design. 

The Eliminator conversion unit 
comes complete with the chrome 26” 
stick, deluxe plastic knob, beautifully 
polished aluminum floor plate with 
shift pattern, and a neat and durable 


3. On Eliminator kit, attach ball plate 
to trans, cut hole in floor, fit arm. 


6. This installation covers the Elimi- 
nator, Posi-Shifts mount very similar. 


rubber boot. Instructions are fur- 
nished with both the Ansen and Cal 
Automotive conversion units. The 
Cal Automotive units are uncondi- 
tionally guaranteed for the life of 
your car against breakage. Another 
fine point about the Eliminator's 
location is that it mounts above the 
rear of the transmission and does not 
interfere with the location of the 
driver’s seat. The inverted “H” pat- 
tern also leaves the stick up out of 
the way and not against milady’s 
knees. For the drag racers it seems 
only natural that when accelerating 
in low gear the stick should be 
pulled back towards the driver when 
a shift is made to second gear in- 
stead of trying to lean forward 
against the momentum being pro- 
duced. 

Both conversion units are well de- 
signed and allow even the stockest 
pilot to get off better shifts and be- 
sides, they put the sticks down on 
the floor where they belong. 





Pleasing appearance is result of careful planning and design. Simple front styling 
utilizes multi-tube grille, a set of ‘59 Imperial quad headlights blended with 
grille, rolled pan, molded shell. Hood is peaked and corners are rounded-off. 


Candy Apple Red pickup is a star performer for the West Point Kustoms of 
Vancouver where owner Frank Stephen is a resident, Baxter's Collision Repairs 
contributed much work on ‘56 half-ton Ford. Interior is red and white Fabrolite. 


‘ 


‘57 GMC rear fenders are added while 
all chrome and handles are discarded. 
Drastic lowering gives severe dago to 
front. 15” wheels with Lancer caps add. 
Running boards have white rubber for 
glamour. Customizing took 8'/2 months. 


Handmade tailgate is featured on bed 
with oak hardwood paneling. Cad tail- 
lights mounted on mesh screen grille 
with frame from a '57 Chevrolet pickup 
grille. Striping adds rear end appeal. 
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ORTRAIT OF A PICKUP 





Photos by Pete Sukalac 


America’s outstanding 
quarter midget 
drivers clash in 

Las Vegas at the 
beautiful Hacienda 
Hotel for the 

third annual 


RACE OF 


ITHSTANDING THE COOL 

desert air during the three day 
running of the Third Annual Race 
of Champions were nearly 250 quar- 
ter midget pilots and their crews, 
who attended the famed Thanks- 
giving weekend races at the Las 
Vegas Hacienda Hotel. The meet 
was again sponsored by the Quarter 
Midgets of America, a national group 
with associations throughout the 
nation, and was run off in a grand 
manner considering the number of 
entries competing. 


CHAMPIONS 


Though the days were chilly, the 
drivers, ages from 5 to 15, were really 
hot. Records were established in 
every class, with both the Senior B 
Modified and A Gas fast timers sur- 
passing the record set a year ago by 
Mike Chiccarelli, who had timed 
7.14 seconds in his storming AA Fuel 
machine. In fact all ten cars in the 
AA Fuel meet at this running had 
faster lap times than Mike, with John 
Kuramoto topping the field with a 
6.76 second lap. Either these kids 
were out after records, just wanted 
to get out of the cold, or maybe they 


by Bud Lang 
CAR CRAFT 





Eight year old Jay Goulart, Danville, Cal., set fast time in Jr. | On his way to lapping 2nd place QM for second time in A 











Mod Stock at 7.22, won the main, set record in Jr, B, Mod. 


had kind feelings for the folks and 


wanted to leave with a bit more gold 
than trophies. No matter what their 
motive, these youngsters put on an 
exciting weekend of racing for all 
concerned, A dozen states were rep- 


resented in the 39 associations that 
participated, ranging from California 
to Pennsylvania. 

Of all the associations attending, 
perhaps the Hayward, California 
group came through better than the 
rest both percentagewise and trophy- 
wise. They had 11 quarter midgets 
entered in a total of 15 classes. Four 
of these cars set fast times in seven 


Gas Main is Eddie Losinski, Downey, Cal. Set fast time, 6.78. 


of the main events entered. Three 
went on to win these main events, 
while four others finished in the 
winners circle. 

Nine year old Eddie Losinski, who 
set fast time in A Gas at 6.78 sec- 
onds, drove a fast race during the 
A Gas Main event and came 1 car 
length from lapping the second place 
car of Doug Lindow by two laps. 
After taking this race, the Downey, 
California lad switched over to fuel 
in preparation for entering the AA 
Fuel Main. Sitting in third spot be- 
hind 13 year old John Kuramoto of 
Los Angeles when the green flag 
came, Eddie slipped into second 
place with ease after the first couple 
of laps. Attempting to pass Kura- 
moto on the inside shortly thereafter, 
a slip in judgment cost Eddie a pos- 





King of the QM's John Kuramoto, San Fernando, Cal., turned oval in 6.76 sec. for fastest time, also took AA Fuel Main. 
Charging out of turn four at the famed Hacienda oval is Mike Lewis, piloting the Lewis Body Special. Car has Indy styling. 


iE 
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RACE OF CHAMPIONS 


Last minute tuning on the starting line is 
frequent happening at Quarter Midget 
events due to temperamental engines. 


ie Be 


Storming into the straight is 7 year old 
Danny Matlock from Los Altos, Cal, Dan 
took the sr. B Mod Main event easily. 


Photos by Bud Lang 
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Ken Rice, tech inspector for QMA, sets 
scale during weighing of Paul Fraser's 


Look at that lead! Linda Hice, Dallas, 
Texas, is showing the boys the way in 
during Sr. Mod Stock Main event race. 


we 


sible victory and an expense paid 
trip to the Tulsa, Oklahoma Nation- 
als in 1961. Needless to say veteran 
John Kuramoto went on to victory in 
the AA Fuel Main. 

A new voice came from the an- 
nouncers stand this year, a refreshing 
change and one that many will wish 
to hear again at. other big national 
meets. John DuPree, QMA Official, 
was able to entice Dick Fawcett, of 
the Redwood City, California asso- 
ciation to attend the meet and 
handle the announcing chores, a job 
which takes lots of time, energy, and 
oftimes patience. 

The trophies presented at this 
meet were simply marvelous, many 
as tall as the competitors themselves. 
The trophies were sponsored by 
many friends of the quarter midget 
fraternity. Little Danny Berghamer 
along with mom and dad were out- 
fitted in matching clothes with their 
shirts in racing stripes. This attire 
plus an immaculate Pacemaker QM 
won the Riverside, California family 
the Car Crarr Magazine award as 
the Best Appearing Car & Crew, 
though they had lots of competition 
in the glamour field. 

With another season just around 
the corner, many of these young lads 
and lasses will be eagerly awaiting 
the chance to return to Las Vegas 
for the Easter weekend Nationals 
and another go at those records. 
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The biggest smile of all belongs to Dennis Rice, winner of 
Jr. Box Stock Main event, 6 yr. old drives homemade car. 


Danny Matlock poses in his Jr. B Mod winning Kurtis Kraft 
QM after cinching the first place trophy with a 7.24 time. 


Piloting a homemade quarter midget, Ronnie Sylvia set fast 
time in Senior Box Stock class, went on to win main event. 
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Winner of Best Appearing Car & Crew trophy presented 
by Car Craft were Norm, Madge and Danny Berghamer. 


David Watkins, Garland, Tex., proved he's a champion after 
setting fast time of 7.05 in Sr. B Mod by taking Main event. 


Flying down the back stretch is that Garland, Texas flash 
David Watkins who won the Senior B Modified Main event. 


The sole feminine winner at the 3rd 
annual Las Vegas Race of Champions 
was pert little Linda Hice of Dallas, Tex. 





RESTYLING 


Illustrations and design 
by Bob Hubpbach 
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EW CUSTOMIZING tech- 

niques and tricks can be 
used to transform the early ’52- 
‘54 Ford models into contempo- 
rary customs. 

On these two pages we have 
the mild model. Frontal modifi- 
cations include frenched and 
tunneled headlights in reshaped 
fenders. The scoop is cut-in to 
allow brake cooling. The re- 
shaped hood is sloped and peak- 
ed. A 60 Comet bumper is in- 
stalled, while the grille assembly 
is from a 61 Imperial. We have 
found, also, that the 61 Dodge 
Lancer assembly will fit quite 
well. 

Metal working on the side of 
the car accounts for quite a 
change. Among the modifica- 
tions performed are: hand form- 
ed openings for lakes pipes, and 
a unique recession of the rear 
quarter panels. This was accom- 
plished by cutting-out each met- 
al piece that forms the quarter 
panel bulge on the side. Then, 
the bulges were reversed, i.e., 
the left panel installed on the 
right side and vice versa. 

Fender fins, not much but 
enough, lead from the handles 
back to 61 Lancer taillights that 
are recessed in extended open- 
ings that are stock shaped. Rear 
bumper is stock sans guards and 
license plate and gas filler spout 
are recessed. 


CONTINUED 


RESTYLING...- tO Wild 


HERE IS A LOT OF potential for the 52-54 Ford. 

Here’s one radical version. The grille is once again 
the 61 Imperial unit with cutouts for two Lucas lamps 
that are mounted inboard and shrouded into openings 
cut into the peaked hood. A ’61 Buick Special bumper 
is used for subtle compliment. Reshaped fenders with 
hoods house the standard headlights. 

One major operation was the sectioning and chan- 
neling of the body 4”. The top is from a 61 Thunder- 
bird; windshield is stock. 

Taillights are Cadillac in hand-formed openings, 
while the entire rear deck is replaced with the similar 
unit from a ‘60 Oldsmobile. The special rear grille is 
from a ‘61 Lincoln Continental while bumpers are 
handmade vertical assemblies which extend across the 
width of the car, down the fenders and wrap under for 
protecting the rolled pan on driveways. An optional 
rear end utilizes custom made plastic taillights and 
Comet rear bumper. 

Small, but important, details help modify the Ford 
even more. We've lowered it 3” all around to bring it 
down evenly, removed all trim and installed a set of 
61 Dodge wheel discs. Notice also the four exhaust 
ports on the rear pan. 
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THE UNITED STATES 
INFORMATION AGENCY 
SPONSORED THE 
EXHIBITION OF THIS FINE 
ROD FOR ONE MONTH AT 
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. 
Powerplant is husky 324 cu. in. ‘50 Oldsmobile with bore 
job, ‘56 Olds heads, Harmon & Collins cam, rollers, Thomas 
tube push rods and rocker arms, enlarged and polished 
ports, four Stromberg 97 carbs on Edelbrock manifold, Mal- 
lory Mag-Spark ignition. 11” truck clutch and Zephyr gears. 
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DEUCE 


Photos by Frank Faraone 
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New dashboard is solid hardwood lacquered to high gloss. The 
center instrument panel and cluster is Stewart-Warner. Racing 
wheel is used and Moon pressure tank for weekend dragging. 
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Body is channeled 8-inches. Bob reports that work was done with hacksaw — ooh! 
Taillights are unobtrusive. Both front and rear wheels are chromed and reversed. 


All running gear on the '32 frame is 
Ford: ‘31 front suspension, ‘37 axle, 
'36 rear end, '40 spindles and brakes, 
and '34 Ford steering gear. Shocks are 
Monroe and Dunlop 5:50's run up front 
with Bruce slicks (ww) run on the rear. 
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Butting side chrome on the popular ’59 Chevy 


USTOMIZERS HAVE LONG 

been known for devising new fads and styles. 
The customizers of the very popular 59 Chevrolet are not excluded. 
They have come up with an idea that will probably become a standard for 
this make and model car as the years roll on. While some Chev owners like 
the open area in the side chrome, others don’t. And this prompted the tech- 
nique of ‘butting’ a front end trim piece to the standard front piece in place 
of the opened rear chrome. This presents a solid line of chrome and the effect 
is quite pleasing. It is, perhaps, one of the simplest custom tricks and can be 
done at home by anyone with a smattering of intelligence. Tools are minimal 
and the time involved in this modification should not be over three hours 
at the very most. The expense? Well, it only involves the purchase of two 

Photos by George Barris front chrome strips. Here’s a step-by-step photo story for your aid. Let’s gol 


1. First step in butting the side chrome on the '59 Chevy is 2. Next, take the rear section and position on the side of 
to trim-off the edge on the back half of the trim piece. the Chevrolet. Mark-off the end tip of the chrome on side. 
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3. Following this, take the ont adie and match it 
to the rear piece which it will be butted-to when finished. 


5. File to putuaien the cut end and do the same to the 
rear piece to assure perfect fit when job is accomplished. 


7. Using a power drill and a 7/6 inch drill, bore hole for 
attaching the butted sections. Now, drill on center line. 


9. New flange will hold the T-bolt for attaching chrome to 
side. Install fiange and bring both pieces together for fit. 
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4, Seen the fongih that will ‘be ae from the front 
section, Use a hack saw to cut, Saw should have fine blade. 


6. Measure and scribe center line between the two chrome 
pieces. Take special care in this measurement for alignment. 


8. Using common sheet metal, make an inner flange. Mea- 
sure width of trim and roughly form this new flange piece. 


10. The final step is to install the new chrome trim in place. 
Tighten the T-bolt and attach it with regular Chev clips. 
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West Haven Auto Clinic upholstered Jim Montesanto's immaculate ‘50 
Ford in Vinyl and Naugahyde carried out in the color scheme of maroon 
and white. Steering wheel is ‘56 Lincoln, seats are from a '56 Ford. 


Young owner of Munson Auto Body sits in his show winning convertible. 
The exterior hue is maroon. Rear end features quarter panels from '56 
Dodge that were extended 18'/2” for Conny kit, Bumper is ‘56 Dodge. 


Jim Montesanto wanted a show custom 
that didn’t look like something... 


FROM 
UTER SPACE 





Beautiful metal workmanship is witnes- 
sed with unbroken lines, Chrome is '55 
Buick, special wire wheels are featured. 


Frenched quads are Imperial. Grille is 
'54 Chevy set within a molded Chevy 
shell. Split bumpers are ‘55 Pontiac. 


Engine received full treatment. Two 
upholstered panels are used for shows. 
The hopped mill has full chroming, too. 
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SHOWTIME USA: 


Hartford’s National Auto Review and 
Springfield's Autorama showcase a 
host of new and unusual customs and rods 


HARTFORD. Originally a ‘40 Ford, this car was restyled to a HARTFORD. Club displays were much in prominence at both 
sports roadster by owner Ted Graziano of Cranston, R.!. It the shows featured this month. This is the ‘Corbs’ exhibit. 
is powered by an Oldsmobile engine, Identity is impossible. | Three ‘40 Fords of various modifications and a ‘34 Ford. 
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HARTFORD. Show queens circle Darryl 
Starbird’s Predicta,. Car was a CAR 
CRAFT cover feature and ‘One of the 
Ten Best’ choices for 1950, Beauties alll 


SPRINGFIELD, Another CAR CRAFT 
cover car is Bernardino Bros. fine GMC 
pickup. It was exhibited here to the 
enjoyment of all, Note wheel covers. 


SPRINGFIELD. This is a '49 Plymouth! Herb Gary's Body Shop SPRINGFIELD. Neil Rafuse's fine ‘51 Chev features a top 
are owners and builders of custom with 13-inch extended _— chop of 3-inches, rear fender lengthening of 4-inches, ‘55 
rear fenders and 4-inch sectioning from Seacliff, New York. Chev headlights, custom front, scoops and Olds windshield. 


Photos by George Barris and John Eddy 


HARTFORD. This is one of the most outstanding competition SPRINGFIELD, Smooth contours of Hank Fitting's neat '34 
car exhibits at both shows. This beautiful blown dragster | Ford coupe from New Haven, Conn., are typical of work- 
was complete aboard a Candy Apple Blue trailer display. manship on this rod with quad headlights, chopped top, etc. 


MARCH, 1961 CONTINUED 





SPRINGFIELD. Sweepstakes winner was Von Drinkler of New Jersey with his modi- 
fied '56 Thunderbird sporting fins, reworked front end, nice rear end reworking. 


SPRINGFIELD, Motorcycles were very 
popular at shows. Display is unique. 


SPRINGFIELD, Everything including the 
kitchen sink! Complete trunk display 
of this ‘57 Chev featured just about 
everything imaginable — TV, hot plate, 
flask, drinking spouts and even glasses. 


HARTFORD. Model car exhibits are 
gaining in popularity across the country 
(see Speaking of the Editor) and this 
show was no different. Large turnout 
of the scaled beauties was enjoyed. 





HARTFORD. Beautiful little roadster has 
magnesium wheels, special shell, and a 
much modified OHV mill, Display was 
stark simplicity, yet rod really came on. 
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HARTFORD. Wendell Holl's radical '40 Ford is not yet com- HARTFORD. ‘The Emulsifier’ is the name for this ‘33 Chevy 
plete but still exhibits some nice custom metalwork, canted chopped 3-inches, channeled 5 and it seems to have earned 
quad headlights, tube grille in elongated cavity, sectioning. its name. Powerplant is potent '57 Chrysler full-house mill. 


HARTFORD. John Hychko strikes again! This early coupe is SPRINGFIELD. Pete Chiaraluce's '56 Ford is beautiful with 
about as far out as you can go with fins, Merc lights on its quads, Buick grille, reworked front and rear, extended 
the top, almost complete metal reworking for this show car. top. Work was performed by Bernardo Brothers Body Shop. 
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Above left. Three shots show three dif- 
ferent features of this customized ‘55 
Mercury owned by Gary Broccoli of 
West Haven, Conn. Frenched and tun- 
neled taillight has peaked sheet metal 
work over stock lens. Scoop is molded 
to trunk and the license plate is neatly 
framed by frenched housing. Rear end 
is rolled, Bernardo Bros, did the restyle 
work, Louis Raucci handled the stitch 
chores, working with black and gold 
Naugahyde for both interior and trunk. 


Molded front end has shell frenched, 
houses two chromed bars. Pan is rolled 
and frosted plastic turn lights added. 
Hood is retrimmed and rounded-out. 
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Sculptured bodywork on this Monterey is featured with scoops cut into sides and on trunk, All chrome trim is removed and 
‘57 Ford brightwork added. Extreme lowness of Merc is accomplished via cut coil springs and addition of 7-inch blocks. 


Photos by John Eddy 


Sprayed a brilliant Pageant Gold lacquer this Merc took three years to build. Accessories include Dodge Lancer wheel 
discs, dual spots, drag pipes. These items apparently are necessary ingredients of today’s popular semi/moderate customs. 
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This '56 Buick top has twin handmade Centered twin scoops on Chevy have 
scoops frenched with 4” rod chromed _frenched flares extending forward with 
for ornamental filler. Note scallops. chrome trim from a Plymouth taillight. 


IN STYLE 


Currently the leading roof modification 


is the scoop. Here’s a review of the top designs. 


Over-extended top has raised fins with 
doubled scoops on each side frenched 
into panel of this ‘58 Chevy custom. 


Here's a twist to the scoop theory. This '55 Chevrolet has 
a pair of scoops on the front of the top. Rod was employed 
to build these scoops that have minute mesh fill screens. 


Peaked scoops are found in this '57 Ford. Extending over 
the rear window, peaks have a ‘dropped’ appearance, This 
was accomplished by using ‘/4-inch round rod in frenching. 
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Three scoops on this '58 Chev. Center unit is frenched with 
flare extending onto roof, Dual scoops are found on outside 
of center scoop with same design only in a smaller size. 
fe 
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Photos by George Barris 


‘50 Chev has unique center scoop job. 
Unit is flared into the roof; opening is 
different with center piece added to 
divide scoop into two units. Chrome 
trim teeth added for ornamentation. 





Scoops on this '57 Ford are found to 


Squared scoops are unique for this '56 ‘57 Corvette falls prey to top scoops 
Chevy with straight edges. Scoop fill is with this fiberglass addition. A show each side; constructed of frenched ‘'/- 
provided by ground-off bumper bolts. car, scoops have Naugahyde inserts. inch rod and following roof contour. 
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Photos by George Barris 


The team of Fuller, Nullines and Pines wanted to build a competition car. At that 
time there wasn't one drag coupe like this in Arizona. Chrome-Moly tube frame 
has Ford axle and springs with Golden Glide shocks up front as shown. Wire 
wheels are run with '40 Ford steering and spindles adapted to the frame. 


Modified body is a '28 Ford truck cab. They searched high and low for it and 
finally found one on a farm. It has a chop job of 8-inches, channeling of 6-inches 
by Fuller. Solid slab rear is what competitors to this machine usually end-up 
seeing. Wheelbase is 98-inches with major percentage of car's weight to the rear. 


CAR CRAFT 





With still some bugs to be worked out of this A/Altered, the 
blue dragster has turned 123 mph and has an elapsed time 
of 11.14 seconds for the quarter. Five month's time to build, 


Actually, little remains of the original '28 Ford body. The Motivation is 264 cubic inch '55 Buick with stock bore and 
interior is completely gutted for weight saving. Main fea- _ stroke, Engle camshaft, 9'/2:1 compression ratio, polished, 
ture is sturdy squirrel cage roll bar demanded by NHRA. _ milled heads, six Stromberg 97 mounted Crower manifold. 





7 THREE TAILLIGHT MODIFICATIONS FOR '59 
FORDS WITH LEE'S NEW PLASTIC LENSES 


Photos by George Barris 


The foremost suppliers and manufacturers of 
replacement plastic lenses for customizing and 
restyling are Lee’s Plastics. There a multitude of 
different lenses may be found for practically all 
of the popular cars at a minimal cost. Among 
their huge selection are these lenses for the 59 
Ford. 

We've taken two of the lenses — the plain sur- 
face and the Thunderbird patterned lens and in- 
stalled them on a test 59. On one plain lens, we 
added three Cal Custom chrome bullets and the 
process for this modification is shown to the right 
in our step-by-step photo story. 

The installation is extremely simple. It consists 
of removing the stock taillight lens from your car 
and determining the position of the mounting 
holes for the new replacement piece. Once these 
holes are determined and drilled, you just screw 
the new lens into position. The holes are already 
cut in the plastic so all you have to do is drill 
the three holes in the car. You only need a punch, 
drill and screwdriver to accomplish this. It’s easy 
and the cost is next to nothing. How can you lose? 
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1. The natural first step is to remove the sedk "59 Ford 
taillight lens. It is attached with three Phillips screws. 


3. Take a hammer ond punch and carefully punch marked 
spots for the new attaching holes for mounting the lens. 


5. If you are going to mount the California Custom chrome 
bullets on the lens, determine the center as shown here. 


7. Next, simply bolt on the new bullet into position. 
two or more are to be installed, repeat foregoing process. 
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2. With the new Lee plastic lene, position it over the stock 
taillight mount, Use scribe or crayon to mark new holes. 


4, Using a power drill, the next step consists of carefully 
drilling the three new holes out. Drill should be '/e” size. 


6. Tap slightly with sharp center punch and then use 3/16” 


- to cut hole. Take extreme care in drilling of the lens. 
Ee Ce ee 


8. Last step is to screw the new lens to the ‘59 Ford, Use 
three self-tapping screws. Effect is simple yet different. 
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AMT’s new 3-in-1 
kit offers 11 
different variations . . . 


MT, ONE OF THE leaders in the model manufac- 
turing field, has introduced a brand new series of 
their 3-in-1 kits. This new face in the model world is 
the Trophy Series and their latest venture with this kit 
is the 25 Ford Model T. 

The unique and unusual thing about these kits are 
that you may choose between building an authentic 
antique or an all-out hot rod. There are two bodies 
included in the kit—a stocker and a chopped coupe. 
You can build 11 various models from the one kit- 
roadster, roadster pickup, rod pickup, hot rod coupé, 
etc. As with all AMT models, they are finely detailed 
and excellently equipped. They are available at leading 
model and department stores. 





FROM CLASSIC 
TO CUSTOM 


Photos by Pat Brollier and Randy Holt 
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George 


Barris 


BARRIS KUSTOM SHOP 


CRACKING CORVETTE 
Dear George: 

I have a ’57 Corvette that I would 
like to nose, deck and paint. The 
paint I would like to use is ‘60 
Harley-Davidson Hifi red, as I would 
like to match my ’60 Harley E.L.C.H. 
I understand this is a baked enamel. 

I would appreciate it if you would 
instruct me on how I should have it 
painted and how to stop the paint 
from flexing and cracking as most 
Corvettes do. Thank you. 


— Pete Salerno 
Mellington, N.Y. 


There is no guaranteed way to stop cracking 
of paint on fibergiass bodied cars. You have 
an added problem with this paint since with 
the Kandy Kolors you must use so much clear 
which will not withstand the sun's rays. You can 
fight this a bit by mixing 45% toner when you 
mix the paint. | repeat, there is no guarantee 
that it will not crack. 


LOWERED LIMA LIMOUSINE 
Dear George: 

I own a 56 Chevy and of course 
I have a problem. To date I have had 
the hood shaved, the rear deck 
cleaned (solenoid operated), ‘57 
Packard lenses frenched and two ’53 
Stude grille pans molded on the front 
end. 

I want to lower the car two inches 
front and rear, but I’m afraid of bot- 
toming. Would helper springs con- 
flict? I have seen a bracket kit for the 
front end. Would you recommend 
these? 

— Ray Romanini, 
Lima, N.Y. 


If you use blocks on the rear end you should 
Cee the frame and channel the flooring above 
the drive shaft for a proper ride. Helper springs 
might be of some assistance in this case. 

As for as the front end goes, don't use a 
bracket kit. The best thing is the spindle lower- 
ing kit available from Service Center in Lyn- 
wood, Calif. This will lower your car and still 
retain a nice ride. 


IT DROOPS 
Dear George: 
I have a 1934 Chev two door sedan 
which I chopped 4-inches. I recently 
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pulled the floor out completely and 
channeled the body 9-inches in the 
front and 6-inches in the back to get 
a raked effect. 

I now have two problems: first, 
how should I go about building brac- 
kets or something to mount the body 
on the frame? Right now all the 
weight is on the front and rear with 
absolutely no support in the center. 

This brings me to my second prob- 
lem. With no support in the center 
the body tends to ‘bow’ and this 
causes my doors to drop about an 
inch or better every time I open them 
and they do not fit correctly when 
closed. 

I was told that if I raised the 
body up by the cow! a little that the 
doors would close correctly. I tried 
this but I had to go up about two- 
and-one-half inches before it worked, 
by going up this far I lost the raked 
effect I wanted. 

I was also told to try lifting or 
jacking up the body just behind the 
door under the center post. This only 
made matters worse. Would you have 
any suggestions on how I could make 
my doors fit and close correctly and 
still have the raked body? 

— Nick Simpson 
Oak Park, Iil. 


Yes. We've run into similar problems before 
like this and | believe that the solution to them 
that we found should suit your cause as well. 
What we did was to build some L brackets of 
Y%-inch x 2-inch strap. We attached these to 
the body in the following manner: one in front, 


one on each door edge and two on the rear.- 


This, of course, was on each side of the car. 
Now with these brackets attached to the car's 
body by bolts, we jacked it around until we 
got the proper alignment. Then, the position 
was marked for each, bracket holes were drilled 
to attach them to the frame, and they were 
bolted into place. This solved the problem and 
the doors were properly aligned. It should 
work for you. 


OHIO OLDS 
Dear George: 

I am the proud owner of a ‘50 
Oldsmobile ‘98’ and I would like to 
ask you five questions concerning 
custom work on it. First, will 50 
Pontiac bumpers fit? If not, what 
will? Secondly, I need a different 
grille. What can I use? Third, I think 
vertical quad headlights will look 
nice. Can I use 58 Plymouths for 
this? Fourth question, what taillights 
will fit? And finally, is there a conti- 
nental kit that I can buy for the Olds 
or do I have to make one? 

— Tom Luben 
Cincinnati, Ohio 


Yes, the Pontiac bumper will fit your Olds. 


What you have to do to achieve this is to alter 
the rear mounting braces which is a simple 
chore. For the grille, | would try the horizontal 
bars pirated from a ‘59 International pickup, 
This is different and about the easiest while 
the appearance is good. | imagine that if you 
have enough time, money, patience and expe. 
rience you can make most any quad headlight 
adaptation work. The Plymouth assembly will 
fit in a vertical position if you play with the 
fenders long enough. It's a matter solely of 
reworking the metal. If | were you, | would 
remove the stocker taillights, fill the void and 
mount a pair of slinky Corvette taillights in the 
sides of the fenders. They will be just behind 
the primary curve and bend of the fender to 
allow the curved units proper positioning. This 
will be easy. Finally, there is no conny kit 
available for your car. You'll have to make one. 
| would say forget it altogether. 


WILL IT WORK 
Dear George: 

I am a fairly recent reader of Car 
Craft magazine, just beginning this 
winter. So far, it has proved to be 
very informative and interesting. 

I am the owner of a 54 Mercury 
2-door hardtop. Since it is in need of 
some body work, I have decided to 
have a few alterations made to the 
car when I get the work done. 

My problem is mainly in the grille. 
I have been thinking about putting 
in a 55 Pontiac. However, this grille 
does not have a great deal of appeal 
to me, but seemed to be the simplest 
to install. 

Now, however, I have the April 
issue of your ex-magazine Custom 
Cars and see that a 58 Thunderbird 
grille is a fairly simple installation on 
‘52 to 56 Fords. Since the 54 Ford 
and 54 Merc have almost identical 
bodies is it possible to install the ‘58 
T-Bird grille in the Merc with the 
same ease that it is in the Ford? 

Also I would like to put a different 
rear bumper on in place of the stock 
one. Could you please suggest some 
that would fit this car. 

— Bob Marriott 
Ontario, Canada 


Yes you can make a T-Bird grille work but a 
‘54 Merc is quite different from the '54 Ford 
because the Merc bumper extends through the 
center of the grille in front and the Ford bumper 
is on the bottom part of the pan. 

A '56 Packard rear bumper can be made to 
fit with some modification for your rear end 
change. 


PRACTICAL FOR A PLYMOUTH 
Dear George: 

I am the owner of a 55 Plymouth 
Tudor Plaza which I plan to restyle 
this summer. I would appreciate it 
very much if you would give me a 
few ideas which you found were 
practical and inexpensive. Also I 
would like your opinion of the best 
color combination for this car. 
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Incidentally, I read your column 






to alter 
simple J with interest each month. Keep up 
aaa the good work. 

up. 






— Mike Ouayle 
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about tinted Pearl Blue with a Pearl White top? 
This would look extremely nice and would not 
be too obtrusive, 
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CHANGING A CHEV 
Dear George: 

I have a ’48 Chevy that I am trying 
to fix up. I would like to know what 
type of key lock I should use to re- 











Car | place the rear deck handle, I would 
this | also like to change bumpers. What 
> be | kind would you suggest I use so that 






little work is necessary? Could you 
tell me what kind of grille would re- 
place the old one easily? I would 
greatly appreciate any suggestions 
you could give me that would help 
me customize this Chevy. 
— Jerry Scheidt 
Dayton, Ohio 




















For key locks, use the ‘50 Chevy units, The 
'53 Oldsmobile rear bumper will be real nice 
for your Chev and the adaptation is not diffi- 
cult. To change the grille in your '48 Chevy, 
go back a couple of years and adapt a '46 Olds 
assembly. This will be the easiest. 
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you to follow and install the grille in a few 
easy steps. 

For headlights, | would try the ‘54 Mercury 
rim. This is the ring that most customizers lean 
to when frenching headlights and | think that 
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Restore nu-life and color to faded, soiled car, 
plane or boat upholstery! Seats, headliners, 
sidepanels, convertible tops, cloth rugs and 
rubber floor mats will have that original look 
egain. Easily applied brush or spray. Won't 
chip or peel. Fadeproof. You can change color 
too! THE ONLY PRODUCT OF ITS KIND 
AWARDED THE MOTOR TREND SEAL OF AP- 
PROVAL. Write for free information, color chart 
and dealer location. 


"YOU NAME IT, IT’S IN THE 
1961 MOON CATALOG 


Send $1.00 (refundable with order) TODAY! 


MOON 
EQUIPMENT CO. 


10820 S. Norwotk Bivd. 
Senta Fe Springs 20, Calif. 


SCIENTIFIC MOTOR TUNE-UP 
Train at home for a career in this 
well-paying interesting field. Learn 
testing and adjusting with latest 
type scientific equipment. The de- 
mand for qualified men in this field 
is increasing due to greater number 
of cars on the road today 
FREE SAMPLE LESSON 
Get in line for a raise—or more 
profits in your own shop. The field 
is wide open and highly inviting. 
SEND TODAY FOR FREE CATALOG 
AND SAMPLE LESSON 
Accredited Member, National Home Siudy Council 
UTILITIES ENGINEERING INSTITUTE 
417 South Dearborn, Dept. M 538 * Chicago 5, Illinois 


TW GRACING EQUIPMENT 


‘AUTO RACING’S 
GENERAL STORE” 


speed shops: write for 
wholesale discounts 


wovere PicrURES 


Your choice & — 


% Tucson Fairgrounds 
April 21, 22, 23 

% Phoenix Fairgrounds 
April 27, 28, 29,30 

Shirt Catalog 50¢ 

ROTH STUDIOS 


SEE ROTH PAINT 
MONSTER SHIRTS 


4616 Siauson, Dept. cc-2 ogl 
MAYWOOD, CALIF. 
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WHAT'S YOUR 
poate 


sy Don Francisco 


DON'T BUY JUNK 


Dear Don: 

I just dropped the stick-shift trans- 
mission in my 51 Ford. When I 
pulled the box’s cover I found that 
several teeth were missing from a 
couple of its gears. 

I can get a rebuilt transmission 
from a local wrecking yard for 30 
dollars. Should I buy this trans or 
have mine rebuilt? 


— Stephen LaBonge 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


Rebuilt transmissions, and many other rebuilt 
automobile parts, are unknown quantities. There 
are some good ones but there are many that 
aren't so good. Many rebuilders follow the prac- 
tice of using the cheapest possible parts to boost 
their profit per unit and some of them even go 
so far as to rebuild the broken teeth on trans- 
mission gears with some sort of welding method. 

If you do buy a rebuilt box, be sure you buy 
it from an established parts dealer or direct 
from a reputable rebuilding company and get 
some sort of written guarantee that covers at 
least the parts in it. These guarantees seldom, 
if ever, have any provision for the labor in- 
volved in installing and removing a defective 
unit. This is something you'll have to absorb 
yourself in the event you get a bad box. 

1 think you would be wiser to have your 
transmission rebuilt with genuine Ford parts. 
This would probably cost a little more but in 
the long run it could be the cheaper of the 
two alternatives. 


VEST POCKET TIMER 
Dear Don: 

Every day I drive over a highway 
that parallels a railroad track. As 
you know, wherever there is a rail- 
road track there are telegraph poles, 
and for every mile one of the poles 
is marked with a white band. The 
mileposts make the highway a 
natural for checking a car's speed 
with a stopwatch. The road is 
straight and doesn’t have any cross- 
roads or intersections. 

I've got a stopwatch and I’ve got 
the road with the mileposts but I 
don’t know how to use the two to- 


gether. Is there a formula for figur. 
ing speed this way? 
— Carl Brandon 
Cheyenne, Wyo. 


Computing speed over a measured distance 
with a stopwatch requires one of the simpler 
formulas with which a rodder inevitably be. 
comes involved. The formula is based on the 
fact that there are 3600 seconds in an howr, 
As the answer we want is in miles per hour, all 
that one must do to determine a car's speed 
is divide the number of seconds it takes for 
the car to travel one mile into 3600. The answer 
is the miles per hour the car is traveling. 

For distances greater than one mile the 
simplest thing to do is to multiply 3600 by the 
distance in miles. In other words, for a five 
mile stretch, multiply 3600 by five. This gives 
a total of 18,000 seconds. Divide 18,000 by the 
time, in seconds, that was required to travel 
the five miles. By using this method speed can 
easily be computed for any distance, The accu- 
racy of the results will, of course, depend on 
the actual measurement of the distance used, 
the accuracy of the stopwatch, and the ability 
of the person using the watch to start it and 
stop it accurately in relation to the reference 
points that determine the boundaries of the 
measured course. 

Speed computed in this manner doesn't 
necessarily have to be top speed. In fact, meas- 
uring top speed on a highway is a little risky, 
both from the standpoint of killing yourself or 
someone else and getting picked up by the 
local law. The best use for such a method is 
for getting an accurate check of a car's speed- 
ometer. By holding a steady speed over the 
course the car's actual speed can be computed 
and compared with that indicated by its 
speedometer. 


97's FOREVER 


Dear Don: 

Recently I purchased a ‘57 Chevy 
that has undergone a fairly reason- | 
able amount of souping-up. It has 
three Stromberg 97 carburetors and 
what I am concerned about is that 
a lot of my friends have told me that 
97’s are just not the carburetors to 
be used on a souped-up engine. They 
say the bowls on these carburetors 
are so small that they can’t supply 
enough fuel to keep an engine run- 
ning. 

I’ve seen all types of cars in differ- 
ent hot rod magazines and almost all 
of them have Stromberg 97’s or 48’. 
I'd like to have your opinion on this 
problem. My carburetors need re 
building and I have to decide 
whether to have them rebuilt or to 
buy a new set of some other make. 
I'd rather rebuild these but if some 
other carburetor would work better 
I'd like to know about it. 


— Jerry Congrove 


Stromberg 97 and 48 carburetors have been 
used on hot engines since they first appeared 
on early Ford V8's. They are just as satisfactory 
now as they were then. 

You didn't mention the type of fuel you are 
using in your engine. If it is gasoline, the 
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carburetors have ample fuel flow capacity in 
their stock form, If you are using straight alco- 
hol for competition, special oversize float 
needles seats are available for both 97's and 
48's. The purpose of the oversize seats is to 
allow greater quantities of fuel to flow into 
the bowls. These seat and needle assemblies 
can also be used with gasoline. 

if you are using blends of alcohol and nitro, 
you'll need more carburetors — six would be 
best — to provide ample fuel flow capacity. 
additional carburetors would also increase the 
carburetion system's air flow capacity. For fuels 
containing high percentages of nitro, replace 
the carburetors with a fuel injection setup of 
some sort. There aren't any carburetors pres- 
ently available that have fuel flow capacities 
adequate for high percentages of nitro. 

When you have your carburetors overhauled 
be sure to have the job done by a reputable 
corburetor repair shop. Genuine Stromberg parts 
should be used and they should be installed 
correctly, Carburetors used in  multiple-car- 
buretor installations must be in excellent con- 
dition if they and the engine are to function 


correctly. 


THREE WITH PROGRESSIVE 


Dear Don: 

Within the next two or three 
months I plan to buy a 1955 Chevy 
two-door hardtop that has an auto- 
matic transmission and a V8 engine. 

I would like to install dual car- 
buretors on the car's engine to give 
the car that little extra boost and 
get away from the stockness of the 
engine. 

What kind of carburetors would 
you suggest, and what additional 
equipment will I need for the instal- 
lation? 


— Bob Tuholski 


Athol, Mass. 
Dual carburetors are sort of old-fashioned 
these days. The trend for a street engine is 


toward three two-throat carburetors and pro- 
gressive throttle linkage. This is the setup | 
would recommend for your engine. You could 
use either Stromberg 97 carburetors or Roches- 
ter 2GC's that are standard equipment on mony 
Chevy's. Carburetors of either type should be 
new for best results, If new carburetors aren't 
available be sure that used ones are in good 
condition. Stay away from “gyppo” rebuilds. 
These usually have off-brand replacement parts 
and often they are assembled with junk cast- 
ings. Determine the carburetors you are going 
to use before you order the manifold because 
97's have a three-hole mounting bolt pattern 
and the Rochester's have a four-bolt pattern. 

Adjust the progressive linkage so that the 
engine runs on only the middle carburetor until 
about two-thirds throttle is reached. The end 
carburetors should cut in at this point for maxi- 
mum full-throttle performance. 


ANTIQUE CORNER 


Dear Don: 


I recently purchased a 1930 Stude- 
baker which I plan to restore to stock 
condition. I want to drop a big mill 
in it but I don’t know which engine 
would fit in the car without too 


‘much body work. I want something 
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that will go but I don’t have too 
much money to invest in the engine 
installation. 
I would appreciate any ideas you 
could give me. 
—Jim Hitzemanmn 
Omaha, Nebr. 















Acclaimed by thousands 
of stock, hot rod and customizing 
enthusiasts as the welder of 1001 
uses. Easily operated from properly 
wired 110 volt AC or DC line. The 
ideal gift with a life-long use. Order 
today on 10 day money back guar- 
— a Se -— balance 
co plus charges. iterature on 
poe = metal- larger equipment on request. 

’ FOUR-WAY WELDER COMPANY 
Dept. F64-C, 1810 S. Federal St., Chicago 16, IIlinois 


CLUB 
APNG. 4 a 


DESIGNS MADE 
TO ORDER! 
e TEE SHIRTS 


Complete with 
Twin Carbon Arc 
Terch, safety 
foot switch and 
accessories ...to 


| fail to dredge a vision of a ‘30 Studebaker 
from the dimmer recesses of my mind that ! 
could use to mentally gauge the size of the 
car's engine compartment. | could be on the 
safe side by saying you should use some model 
of 265 or 283-inch Chevy V8 because they have 
the smallest outer dimensions of modern high- 
performance engines but it's also possible that 
a Caddy or a Pontiac or one of the smaller 
overhead valve Fords would also fit. The only 
way for you to determine this is to get out 
your yardstick and start measuring engines. 
Compare the measurements with those of your 
car's engine compartment and you'll have a 
Positive and fairly quick answer to your prob- 
lem. But whatever engine you install, use a 
transmission that can handle its torque output 





















WHY pay a flat charge 
of $16.00 to $25.00 
for club jackets. SEND 
2Se for catalog and 


without failing and adapt a late-model rear your rough sketch. © CAR PLAQUES 
axle assembly that also is sturdy enough for for price quotations. « SWEATSHIRTS 
NO MINIMUM ORDER. , EMBLEMS 


Style 7O5C special 
club oe nan at 
$5.75 10 1 
days. for delivery. 
KARL SMITH 


the engine to the car. 

Remember too that you'll have to stop your 
modernized antique after you build all this per- 
formance into it. The rear end assembly you'll 
use will have hydraulic brakes, which is a step 
in the right direction. If at all possible, adapt 
hydraulic brakes that match those on the rear 
axle assembly to the car’s front wheels. 

Perhaps your best move would be to use the 
car’s standard engine, transmission, and rear 
axle assembly to moke the car a genuine antique. 
antique. 


© BOWLING 
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TEXTILE PTG. 
P.O. Box 11-111-#, St. Petersburg, Fla. 
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HERE IT IS! 


Our NEW catalog loaded with equipment 
designed for competition — Marine — 
Highway use. 


" 
DON'T STUFF, PACK Send 25¢ for yours TODAY !! 


Dear Don: 

What is the correct way to pack 
front wheel bearings of the type used 
in Ford’s? Should the hubs be packed 
with grease when the bearings are 
packed, or shouldn’t they? 


— Angie Pinker 
New Haven, Conn. 


SAY WHY-ANOD 


2733 San Fernando Road 
Dept. CC, Los Angeles 65, Calif. 





The important thing about packing front 
wheel bearings of any type is to pack the bear- 
ings, not the hubs, The bearings, whether they 
are of the roller type used in Ford's and many 
other cars or of the bail type used in many 
General Motors cars, should, first of all, be 
cleaned with solvent before they are packed. 
All old dirt and grease on their inner and outer 
surfaces should be removed. Compressed air 
or a stream of water under high pressure will 
help clean the inner surfaces of the bearing 
cages between the balls or rollers. If water is 
used for this, be sure the bearings are dried 
thoroughly before they are packed. 

Special machines of several types are made 
to simplify bearing packing. A bearing is placed 
on the machine and then special wheel bearing 
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lubricant is forced into it to fill the spaces be- USE OUR NO INTEREST 
tween its rollers or balls. TIME PAYMENT PLAN 
TRADE DISCOUNTS TO 






Roller bearings can be packed quite satis- 
factorily by placing a spoonful or so of wheel 
becring lubricant in the palm of one hand and 
then forcing the opening between the bear- 
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ing's roller retainer and its inner cone onto the MILFORD, PA. 1 
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BADE OF METAL 
Home appli- 


pair play- 
ground equip- 
ment. lawn 
chairs, t . 
ornamental 


iron work, gates, wagons. 


etc. Solder. heat. 

fic heat from arc torch. Cut and weld 
plate. A million uses for Home. auto. 
farm, inventors. factories, etc. Works from any home 110 
volt plug-in. Complete with dark weiders mask. arc torch, 
oa of welding and brazing rods. Solder. flux. and 
complete Welding Instruction Book. Attractive—portable— 
efficient 1 yr. guarantee. Wt. 4 Ibs. 


cash, ck. mo) and pay postman 
SEND ONLY $3.00 $11.95 plus C.O.D. pstg. on 
arrival or send $14.95 for P. Paid Delivery. Ideal 
gift for mechanically minded home owners, rela- 
tives. friends 


PEt Me UMC UL ERS 
, FOR ALL OHV’s Designed for 


— Forged by Alcoa Competition 


Lighter .. . Stronger . . . and 
made to dissipate heat. Used 
by top contenders — Gas and 
Fuel -all types of competition. 


$138.95 
OTHER OHV $179.50 
(Pius 8% Excise Tax) 


Les Angeles, Calif. Phone: PL 5-1168 


FOR ANY ENGINE 
RUGGED—DEPENDABLE 
A NECESSITY 
Dealers invited 
SEND FOR FREE LITERATURT 


STELLING & 
HELLINGS CO. 


Join our successful authors in a 
YOUR complete and reliable publishing 


program: publicity, advertising, 
handsome books. Speedy, efficient 
service. Send for FREE manuscript 
report & copy of Publish Your . 

CARLTON PRESS Dept. Pic 
84 Fifth Ave., New York 11, N. Y. 

LEWIS COMPETITION BODIES 

Replace your ovtdeted QM shell with a Lewis compe- 
tition shell. Ultra light fiberglass shell includes bucket 
seat and} pon. Record holding cams and engines by 
Duke lo Rue. Plans on how to build QM 
= frame $1.00. Send 25¢ for catalog. 
i. Decier/Distributor inquiries 
favited. 490 ©. 6th $0. 
Azusa, Colif. 


LEWIS QUARTER MIDGET CENTER, CC-3, ED 4-6011. 


WHAT'S YOUR 
PROBLEM? 


packed in a similar manner but the job with 
them is less difficulf because the space between 
the balls is readily accessible. 

Hubs should not be packed with lubricant. 
After the inner surfaces of a hub and the bear- 
ing cups in it have been thoroughly cleaned 
and the cups inspected for damage, apply a 
thin layer of lubricant to the surfaces, The pur- 
pose of the lubricant inside the hubs is to keep 
the surfaces from rusting rather than to lubri- 
cate. A thin layer of lubricant on the surfaces 
of the bearing cups will take care of their 
lubrication problem. Also lubricate the clean 
spindle with a thin coating of lubricant to pre- 
vent its rusting. 

Wipe excess lubricant from the bearing 
assemblies with a finger and then insert the 
bearings in their hubs in the normal manner. 
Methods of adjusting front wheel bearings vary 
for different makes of cars. It is wise to con- 
sult a shop manual for the car involved to learn 
exactly what the recommended method is. 


HOW HOT IS HOT? 


Dear Don: 

In warm weather the engine in 
my ’57 Ford seems to run awfully 
hot. The hand on the car’s temper- 
ature gauge moves way over toward 
the hot side. When the weather isn’t 
so hot the gauge hand stays in the 
normal range. 

I’ve checked the thermostat in the 
engine and it is of the temperature 
range specified for normal operation 
and it seems to be opening o.k. I 
know it isn’t good to run with the 
thermostat out of the engine or I 
would remove it. This heating thing 
has me worried and I don’t know 
what to do. What would you recom- 
mend? 


— Dale Kanzello 
Las Vegas, Nevada 


There are many cars that run hotter than nor- 
mal in hot weather but usually this isn't any- 
thing to worry about. Actually, the hotter the 
coolant in an engine can run without being 
boiled away the better the conditions are for 
the engine. The reason for this is that higher 
coolant temperatures keep cylinder wall tem- 
peratures above the condensation temperature 
of the moisture created in the cylinders by the 
normal process of combustion. Preventing the 
moisture from condensing reduces cylinder wall 
wear that results from the corrosive action of 
the liquid. 

The time to worry about overheating is when 
coolant is lost from the car's cooling system. 
This can result in damage to the engine. With 
some grades of gasoline high coolant and en- 
gine temperatures may cause detonation. This 
is a condition that should be avoided. 

If your engine is losing water because of its 
overheating, you have a problem. Its radiator 
could be clogged, its water pump could be 
operating inefficiently, its radiator hoses could 
be plugged, etc. If the cooling system is not 
losing water, and the coolant temperature runs 
in the normal range in cooler weather, you 
don't have anything to worry about unless the 
higher temperature couses engine to detonate. 


COMING EVENTS 


SHOWS 


Wichita, Kansas — March 11 & 12. Auto Capades, City 
Forum, Rose Room, Star Kustom Shop, 734 E. Mf, 
Vernon, Wichita. 

Buffalo, New York — March 10-12. 4th Annual Auto. 
rama, Matson Ave. Armory, Clutch Artists, 121 
Roma Ave. 

Marion, Ohio — March 25 & 26. Marion County Fair 
Grounds Coliseum. Flywheels Autoclub. 177 Chicago 
St., Marion. 

Zanesville, Ohio — March 2-5. 5th Annual Motorama, 
— Auditorium, Motor Menders, inc. 298 

it 


Portland, Ore. — March 10-12. Memorial Coliseum. 
Roadster Show. 2708 N. Portland Bivd. Portland 17, 

Lancaster, Pa. — March 11-12. Guernsey Sales Pavil. 
ion. U.S. 30 Drag-O-Rama, R.R. No. 1, Cones- 
toga, Pa. 

Amarillo, Texas — March 4-5. 8th Annual Autorama, 
Commercial Exhibit Building Tri-State Fairgrounds, | 
as Panhandle Timing Association. 701 West 

t. 


NHRA DRAG SCHEDULES 


El nen Ariz. — 2nd & 4th Sat. night Phoenix Drag 
trip. 
Phoenix, Ariz. — 1st & 3rd Sunday, Deer Valley Drag. 


way. 
Little Rock, Ark. — Ist & 3rd Sun. Mid South Timing 


Assn. 

—— Colif. — Every Scturday nite. Colton Drag 

Pp. 
— Calif. — 2nd & 4th Sun. Humboldt Timing 
n. 

Holtville, Calif. — Imperial Valley Timing Assn. 2nd 
Sundoy. 

Inyokern, Calif. — 3rd Sunday. Dust Devils Club. 

Madera, Calif. — 2nd Sun. Madera Clutchers, Inc. 

Mojave, Calif. — 4th Sunday, Palmdale Optimist Club, 

Oroville, Calif. — 2nd Sun. Clutchers, Inc. 

Pomona, Calif. — Every Sunday; Pomona Valley Tim- 
Ing Assn. 

Redding, Calif. — 3rd Sunday each month. 
Roadsters. 

San Luis Obispo, Calif. — 3rd Sun. San Luis Obispo 
Co. Timing Assn. 

Grand Junction, Colo. — Every other Sunday, Grand 
Junction Hot Rod Council. 

Davie, Fla. — 2nd & 4th Sun. Broward Auto Club. 

Daytona Beach, Fla. — 2nd & 4th Sun. Spruce Creek 
Drag Strip; Daytona Beach Custom & Timing Assn. 

Miami, Fla. — 1st & 3rd Sun. South Fla. Timing Assn. 

— Cove Springs, Fla. —.Every Sun. Thunderbolt, 
nc. 

Kissimmee, Fla. — 1st & 3rd Sun. 
Timing Assn. 

Coffeyville, Kons. — Ist & 3rd Sun. Coffee Grinders 
Hot Red Club. 

Detroit, Mich. — Every Sun. Detroit Dragway. 

Fallon, Nev. — Hurricams Car Club. 

Great Meadows, N. J. — Every Sunday; Great Mead- 
ows Timing Assn. 

Hobbs, N. M. — Ist Sun. Chorioteers Auto Club. 

— N. M. — 3rd Sun. Dusters Auto Club, Walker 
AFB. 

Cicero, N.Y. — Every Sunday ESTA. 4 

West Salem, Ohio — Every Sunday, Dragway ‘'42'’. 

Oklahoma City, Okla. — Open every Sun. Oklahoma 
City Drag Strip. 

Bedminster, Pa. — Lehigh Valley Timing Assn. Every 
Sunday. 

Pelion, $. Car. — Every Sat. night. 
Affiliates, inc. 

Halls, Tenn. — 1st & 3rd Sun; Memphis Stockers. 

Abilene, Texas — 3rd Sun. Abilene Jaycees. 

Caddo Mills, Texas — Ist Sun. North Texas Timing’ 
Assn. 

Corpus Christi, Texas — 2nd & 4th Sun. Natl. Racing 
Affiliates of Corpus Christi. 

El Paso, Texas — 2nd & 4th Sun. El Paso Timing Assn.’ 

Newark, Texas — 2nd & 4th Sun. Tarrant Co. Modified 
Auto Assn. 

Wichita Falls, Texas — 2nd and 4th Sun. each month, 
Red River Drag Strip. 

Petersburg, Va. — Every Saturday. Eastern Dragway. 

Caguas, P. R. — Every other Sunday. Road Knights. 


Shasta 


Central Florida 


Palmetto Racing 


COMING 
NEXT MONTH: 
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Proven Quality is Positive Quality 


Today’s careful kart buyer is confused occasionally by the 
claims he hears and reads about the various brands. Claims 
are hard to prove, but easy to make. Actually, by examining 
a few factors, the discriminating kart driver can make a 
wise selection. 

For example, consider the prestige of the kart manufac- 
turer and how long he has been in business. The name 
should be based on years of kart manufacturing experience 
rather than months. The kart manufacturer should have a 
racing team and a testing track in order to evaluate and 
improve his product. The manufacturer’s team should have 
a proven record of wins at tracks throughout the nation. 
The kart should have won Sweepstakes and various class 
championships at both 1960 Grand Nationals. The kart 
should be handsome and clean in design and universally 
suited to family recreation or all out racing. And certainly, 
the manufacturer should have a nation-wide franchised 
dealer system allowing the kart buyer to select his model. 


These are important considerations in deciding which kart 
is the best. 


Consider these factors and consider Go Kart 800. 


Go Kart 800 is manufactured by the original kart manu- 
facturer with years of experience. Go Kart’s only business 
is karts—not a sideline. 


Go Kart Manufacturing Co., Inc., owns a $19,000 asphalt 
track where karts and accessories are continually evaluated. 


Go Kart 800 holds more Sweepstakes, Class Championships, 
and track records than any two of its competitors. Sweep- 
stakes at both 1960 Grand Nationals (NAKA and GKCA), 
6 class Championships at both 1960 Grand Nationals, plus 
Grand National track time records, and many nation-wide 
track records and wins. 


Go Kart 800, all eleven models, is universally adaptable. 
The Go Kart 800 is standard in racing trim and is ideal for 
recreation, racing, or just plain fun. 


Go Kart 800 has more than 600 Franchised Dealers to serve 
you, from coast to coast. 


No Confusion here, these are proven claims, not just stated 
with the hope you will believe them. 
Go Manufacturing Co., Inc. 
6436 IRWINDALE, AZUSA, CALIFORNIA 
EDgewood 4-0206 


For complete specifications on the proven Go Kart 800, 
send $1.00 (refundable) for your 62 page catalog. 





’ , 
Hs whats up front that counts 
FILTER-BLEN D| up front, is the big taste difference, 


and only Winston has it! Rich, golden tobaccos specially 
selected and specially processed for full flavor in filter smok- 
ing. That’s what makes Winston America’s best-selling filter 
cigarette. Make your next pack Winston! 


WINSTON TASTES GOOD /ike a cigarette should! 


R. J, REYNOLDS TOBACCO CO., WINSTON-SALEM, N. C, 








